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Employment History

Ellman’s Inc., Atlanta, Georgia, 1964 – 1985


President, COO, Director, 1980 – 1985


Executive Vice President, 1978


Vice President Marketing, 1975


Vice President Operations, 1973


Director Operations, 1970


Assistant to the President, 1966


Management Trainee, 1964

· Joined the company having one location, 68 employees and generating $4 million in sales

· Progressed through all disciplines of the organization holding senior management positions

· Reorganized the company’s structure and recreated its identity from a catalog showroom to a catalog specialty jewelry and gift retailer

· Elected President in 1980 and led the expansion of the company to nine Southeastern locations employing 1,800

· Became the leader in the industry for diamond and jewelry sales and created a 60% market share for jewelry and a 40% share for diamonds in Atlanta

· Achieved total sales of $90 million with a 48% sales mix of diamonds and jewelry (compared to the industry average sales mix of 17%)

· Known as the innovator for diamond and jewelry marketing in the industry  

· From 1980 to 1985 the company attained record sales, earnings and stock value (OTC)

· Ellman’s was sold to Service Merchandise, Inc., in 1985.

Founder and Managing Partner, The Next Level, LLC, 1985 – Present

· Primary interests include coaching businesses and organizations to maximize their potential.  Scope of the practice includes: Retailers, Wholesalers, Distributors, Manufacturers, Professional Practices, Service Organizations, Civic and Religious Organizations, Governmental Agencies

· Activities focus on team building, development of pro-active managers and staff.  Developing entrepreneurial, informal organizations into professionally managed companies is a top priority.  Defining quantitative financial and marketing goals is part of the facilitation. Identifying debt and equity capital is included when necessary.

· Client list includes hundreds of companies and organizations with offices in Charleston and Greenville, SC. A third office to be located in Columbia, SC is in the planning stages.
Education and Educational Experiences

· BS in Business Administration with honors, The Citadel 1961

· MS in Industrial Management (now MBA), Georgia Institute of Technology, 1963

· Continuing Education Courses including executive courses at Harvard Business School, Georgia Institute of Technology, Babson College.

· Attended numerous executive seminars and workshops in areas of entrepreneurship, family business, communications, management and marketing/selling

· Invitee to Symposium for Entrepreneurship Education as a Price-Babson Fellow, Babson College, Wesley, MA

· Working with the Dean of the School, he aided in the creation of the Executive in Residence Program at Georgia Institute of Technology and became the first to hold this position.  Lectured and taught from 1975 – 1992.  Emphasis on marketing/selling, management, organizational development and entrepreneurship. 

· Conducts various seminars and workshops in major areas of interest throughout the country.  Speaking engagements include Young Presidents Organization, Richmond Federal Reserve Bank, United States Department of Labor, Insurance Industry of America, Gibbes Museum, Family Business Forum, Roanoke Valley Junior League,  Converse College, Horizon Medical Products, Graham-White Manufacturing Company, Lowcountry Children’s Center, Downtown Rotary Club, Charleston Country Grants Administration, Trident One Stop Career Center, Lowcountry Open Land Trust, Naples Citadel Club
· Publishes articles in trade magazines and publications including The Charleston Regional Business Journal.  Guest on local radio, and TV programs.  

· Currently authoring A Journey with Mac, a book dealing with planning and communications within businesses and non-business organizations

· Distributor and facilitator, The DiSC Personal Profile System

· Holder of the Robert A. Jolley Endowed Chair of Business Administration, The Citadel, 1995 – 1999

· Co-Director of The Center for International & Regional Development, The Citadel, 1998 – 1999

· Executive in Residence, The Citadel 1995 – Present

· Holder of the Alvah Chapman Chair in Innovative Marketing, The Citadel 2002—Present
· Faculty liaison to the Business School Advisory Board

Honors

· The Citadel

Honor Graduate

Economic Honor Society

Dean’s List each academic year

Distinguished Military Student

Distinguished Military Graduate

Honor Court Representative

Summerall Guards

Bond Volunteers

Cadet Officer

· Georgia Institute of Technology

Recipient of fully funded teaching assistantship

Invited to lecture as a visiting executive

Selected as the first Executive in Residence 

Awarded  “Excellent” Student Evaluation each year 

Selected by Dean to develop an Entrepreneurial Education Program

· Outstanding Jaycee

· Leadership Atlanta

· Director of Atlanta Chamber of Commerce

· Director of Cobb County Chamber of Commerce

· Founding Member of The Georgian Club

· Director of various business, civic and religious organizations

· Advisory Council, Catalog Showroom Industry

· Officer and Directory, Catalog Showroom Industry

· Numerous Industry Leadership Awards

· Featured speaker for the Catalog Showroom Industry

· Featured often in industry publications including cover stories regarding accomplishments

Charleston Activities Current and Past
· Director, The Gibbes Museum, October 2001- 2007
· Director, The Harbour Club, 1999 - 2001
· Presidential Advisory Committee, Medical University of SC, 1998 - 1999
· Officer and Directory, The Charleston Concert Association, 1998 - 2004
· Advisory Board, Lowcountry Open Land Trust, 1998 - 2001
· Director, The Charleston Ballet, 1998
· Director, The School of Arts, College of Charleston, 2001 - 2002
· Director, QuickFarm, Inc, 2000 - Present
· Director, Global Building Solutions, 2005 - Present
· Director, Utilities Construction Company 1997 - 2000
· Director, KFR Services, Inc., 2006 - Present
· Director, Lowcountry Children Center, 1998 - 2001
· Advisory Board, Tidewater Catering, LLC, 1999 -2004
· Advisory Board, Southeastern Steel, Co., Inc., 2004 - 2006
· Member of The Tidewater Advisory Group, 1999 - Present
Military

Hospital Registrar, Patterson Army Hospital, Fort Mommouth, NJ, 1st Lt., MSC.

