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EDUCATION

Ph.D. History, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2007 

Dissertation: “Turn to the Working Class: The New Left, Black Liberation and 
the U.S. Labor Movement, 1967-1981.” Director—Jacquelyn D. Hall
M.A. Southern Studies, University of Mississippi, 1998

Thesis: “I Done Made My Mind Up: The Legacy of the Providence Cooperative 
Farm.” Director—Ted Ownby 
B.S. (with high distinction) Labor Studies, Indiana University Northwest-Gary, 1995

Advisors—Ruth Needleman and Bruce Nissen
B.A. Journalism, Marquette University, 1988 
TEACHING
Courses Taught
Western Civilization to 1648, History Department, The Citadel, Fall 2008

U. S. History Since 1945, History Department, The Citadel, Fall 2008

The Worker in American Life, History Department, UNC at Chapel Hill, Fall 2007

U. S. History Since 1865, History Department, UNC at Chapel Hill, Spring 2007

Introduction to Oral history—Recent U.S. History, History Department and Center for 
Documentary Studies, Duke University, Fall 2005, Fall 2006.
Introduction to Oral history—the History of Oakland, History Department, Mills 
College, Fall 2003

Documenting the African American Freedom Struggle, Center for Documentary 
Studies, Duke University, Spring 2002, Spring 2003  
Doing Oral History, Friday Center for Continuing Education, UNC at Chapel 


Hill, Spring 2002

American Labor History, Business and Social Sciences Department,  Foothill College, 
Spring 1999 

Teaching Assistant

U.S. History since 1865, and Popular Music in 20th Century America, History 
Department, UNC at Chapel Hill, 2004-2005 
Other Academic Positions
Assistant Professor, The Citadel, 2008-present

Associate Director, Southern Oral History Program, UNC at Chapel Hill, 2007-2008
Research Assistant to Professor Jacquelyn D. Hall, 2004-2007
Program Assistant, Southern Oral History Program, UNC at Chapel Hill, 2001-2003
Contributing Editor, Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project, Stanford University, 2001-
2004.

Assistant Editor, Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project, Stanford University, 1997-2001
PUBLICATIONS

Books

Threshold of a New Decade, The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr., vol. 5, edited 
with 
Tenisha Armstrong, Clayborne Carson, Susan Carson, and Adrienne Clay 
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2005)

American Labor and the Cold War: Grassroots Politics and Postwar Political Culture, 
edited with Robert Cherny and William Issel (New Brunswick: Rutgers 
University Press, 2004)

Symbol of the Movement, The Papers of Martin Luther King, Jr., vol. 4, edited with 
Clayborne Carson, Susan Carson, Adrienne Clay, and Virginia Shadron 
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000)

Articles/Chapters

“American Petrograd: Detroit and the League of Revolutionary Black Workers,” in 
Aaron Brenner, Robert Brenner, and Cal Winslow, eds. Rebel Rank and File: 
Labor Militancy and Revolt from Below during the Long Seventies (London: 
Verso Books, 2008)
“Shipwrights and Salmonbellies: How Archie Green Discovered Laborlore,” Labor: 
Studies in Working Class History of the Americas (Fall 2007)  

“‘I Played by the Rules, and I Lost’: The Fight for Racial Equality in the North Carolina 
Agricultural Extension Service,” Southern Cultures (Winter 2003) 
“Rebellion in the Delta, World War I and Phillips County, Arkansas,” Arkansas 
Historical Quarterly (Autumn 1999)

“Martin Luther King’s Early Ties to Progressive Movements,” The ILWU Dispatcher 
(February 1999) 

“Dangerous Memories: the Legacy of the Providence Cooperative Farm,” Mississippi 
Folklife (Winter 1998)

“Saints and Villains: An Interview with Denise Giardina,” Southern Changes 
(Fall/Winter 1997)
Entries in Reference Works
“Claude Ramsey,” “Delta Pride Catfish Workers,” and “Willie McGee,” Mississippi 
Encyclopedia (Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, forthcoming). 

“Poor People’s Movement,” Encyclopedia of U.S. Labor and Working-Class History 
(New York: Routledge, 2006)
“Scipio Jones” and “Robert Hill,” Dictionary of Arkansas Biography (Fayetteville: 
University of Arkansas Press, 2000)

Book Reviews
“Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Civil Rights Movement,” John A. Kirk. Reviewed in 
Journal of American Studies (forthcoming 2008)

“From Civil Rights to Human Rights: Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Struggle for 
Economic Justice,” Thomas F. Jackson. Reviewed in Labor History (forthcoming 
2007)
“Southern Struggles: The Southern Labor Movement and the Civil Rights Struggle,” John 
A. Salmond. Reviewed in Labor Studies Journal (Winter 2005)  

“Through Survivors'  Eyes: From the Sixties to the Greensboro Massacre,” Sally Avery 


 Bermanzohn. Reviewed in North Carolina Historical Review (Summer 2004) 
“Dissent in Wichita: The Civil Rights Movement in the Midwest, 1954-1972,” Gretchen 
Cassel Eick. Reviewed in Journal of the West (Spring 2004)
“Better Day Coming: Blacks and Equality,” Adam Fairclough. Reviewed in Georgia     
Historical Quarterly (Fall 2002)
“Radio Free Dixie: Robert Williams and the Roots of Black Power,” Timothy B. Tyson. 
Reviewed in Georgia Historical Quarterly (Summer 2001)
“Aaron Henry: the Fire Ever Burning,” Aaron Henry with Constance Curry. Reviewed 
in Georgia Historical Quarterly (Spring 2001)
“The Suppression of Salt of the Earth, How Hollywood, Big Labor and Politicians 
Blacklisted a Movie in Cold War America,” James J. Lorence. Reviewed in 
Southwest Labor Studies Association Newsletter (Fall 2000)
ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS 
Invited speaker, “The Long History of Labor Organizing in the South Carolina Low 
Country,” Southern Labor Solidarity School, Penn Center, St. Helena, SC, 
September 19, 2008

Chair, “Whose Left? Using Oral History to Question Master Narratives of Social Justice 
Movements,” Oral History Association, Oakland, CA, October 2007

“The New Left and International Labor Solidarity,” American Studies Association, 
Oakland, CA, October 9, 2006

Chair, “Family History and Trade-Union Tradition: Elements in the Preservation and 
Presentation of Laborlore,” Fund for Labor Culture and History, Benicia, CA 
September 30, 2006

Invited speaker, “Turn to the Working Class: the New Left, Black Liberation, and the 
American Labor Movement in the 1970s,” Institute for American History 
Research, Senate House, London, January 12, 2006 

“Turn to the Working Class: 70s Radicals and the American Worker,” Fund for Labor 
Culture and History, UNC at Chapel Hill, September 24, 2005

Invited speaker, “The State of Labor and Working-Class History,” a roundtable with Jim 
Green, Leon Fink, Jocelyn Olcott and Alice Kessler-Harris. Labor and Working 
Class History Association. Terry Sanford Institute of Public Policy, Duke 
University, September 16, 2005  
Moderator, “Roundtable: Revolution in the Air—Sixties Radicals Turn to the Factories, 
Steel Mills and Auto Plants,” Southwest Labor Studies Association/Labor and 
Working Class History Association, University of California-Santa 
Barbara, May 7, 2005   
“Fighting for Justice from Alaska to Manila: 1970s Radicals and Cannery Workers in 
ILWU Local 37,” Southwest Labor Studies Association/Labor and Working Class 
History Association, University of California-Santa Barbara, May 6, 2005   
“Wildcat at Mead: the New Left and the Southern Working Class,” Center for the Study 
of the American South, Interdisciplinary Graduate Research Conference, UNC at 
Chapel Hill, April 16, 2005
Invited speaker, “Ella Baker and Women in the Black Freedom Movement,” Mills 
College, Oakland, CA, November 26, 2003
Invited speaker, “Martin Luther King Jr.’s Early Ties to the Labor Movement,” Bay Area 
Labor History 
Workshop, Oakland, CA, January 21, 2001

“Teaching Martin Luther King,” 40th anniversary of the Founding of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, Shaw University, Raleigh, NC, April 16, 
2000

“Rebellion in the Delta: World War I and Phillips County, Arkansas,” Arkansas 
Historical Association, Texarkana, AR, April 19, 1997

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES
Manuscript reviewer, Labor Studies Journal, 2006-present

Member, Graduate student committee, Labor and Working Class History Association, 
2006

Member, Program committee, Fund for Labor Culture and History, Laborlore 
Conversation at UNC at Chapel Hill, September 24, 2005

Member, Program committee, LAWCHA/SWSLA joint conference at UC-Santa 
Barbara, May 5-8, 2005

Member, Program committee, the Pacific Northwest Labor History Association, The 
Southwest Labor Studies Association, and the Western Labor Communications 
Association joint conference in Portland, Oregon, May 3-6, 2001
Board member, Southwest Labor Studies Association, 1999-2003; treasurer 2000-
2001 
Coordinator, “Labor and the Cold War, a Fifty Year Retrospective,” the 25th Annual 
Southwest Labor Studies Association conference in San Francisco, April 29-May 
1, 1999

Completed week-long “Institute for the Editing of Historical Documents,” sponsored by 
the National Historical Publications and Records Commission, the University of 
Wisconsin and the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, June 1999

Professional memberships include: American Historical Association; Bay Area Labor 
History Workshop; Fund for Labor Culture and History; Labor and Working 
Class History Association; Oral History Association; Southern Historical 
Association; Southwest Labor Studies Association
University service
Faculty advisor, Student Action with Workers, UNC-Chapel Hill, 2007-2008
Co-founder of the African American History Workshop, UNC-Chapel Hill, 2005
Senator, Graduate and Professional Student Federation, UNC at Chapel Hill, 2002-2003

Community service
Coordinator, Triangle Labor and Civil Rights Working Group, 2006-2008
Board member, Institute for Southern Studies, Durham, NC, 2002-present

Member, United Electrical, Radio, and Machine Workers Union-Local 150, 2001-
2006
Copyeditor, War Times, 2003-2006
Honors and awards
Baxter Travel Grant, American Studies Association, 2006; Gulf Coast Relief Grant, Carolina Center for Public Service, 2006; Off-Campus Dissertation Fellowship, UNC at Chapel Hill, 2006; Smith Graduate Research Grant, UNC at Chapel Hill, 2005; Archie Green Fellowship for the Study of Occupational Folklore, 2005; Summer Research Grant, Center for the Study of the American South, UNC at Chapel Hill, 2004; Mowry Dissertation Fellowship, Department of History, UNC at Chapel Hill, 2003; Archie Davis Fellowship, Southern Oral History Program, 2002; Merl Reed Research Fellowship, Georgia State University Archives Labor History, 2002; Latane Family Fellowship in the Human Sciences, UNC at Chapel Hill, 2001-2002; Lucille and Motee Daniels Prizes in Southern Studies for outstanding graduate paper at the University of Mississippi, 1997
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