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Patricia McArver teaches business communications and heads the oral communications lab at The Citadel. In those endeavors she is building on a career that has included 14 years as a journalist, 16 years in business and educational marketing, an enjoyable stint in a college library and a calamitous six-week career in real estate.

A North Carolina native, she holds a bachelor’s degree in journalism and a master’s degree in mass communications from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  
Her communications career began in Newnan, Ga. when she started as a stringer for WCOH AM-FM and convinced the owner that he needed a full-time news person. She remained in radio news for eight years, covering events and trends there and in Orange, Virginia for WJMA AM-FM during an era when radio was locally-owned, community-focused and vibrant. 
While in radio, she developed an appreciation for well-turned phrases and earned four first-place division awards for excellence in reporting from state broadcast associations in Georgia and Virginia.   
In 1984, McArver turned to print journalism as editor of the Madison County Eagle and later the Orange County Review where she earned five first-place awards from the Virginia Press Association during a four-year period. The National Newspaper Association selected her as one of six community newspaper editors to take part in a study tour of Egypt in 1988. In that same year, The Orange County Chapter of the NCAAP gave her a Freedom Fund Banquet award for Impartial Appreciation of All People, one of her most treasured recognitions.
She has spent the past 16 years in business and educational marketing. Her experience includes serving as a corporate writer for an insurance restoration franchiser in Charlottesville, Va., and as director of communications for Woodberry Forest School, a nationally-recognized college prep school for boys. 
She joined The Citadel in 1999 as director of integrated marketing. Three years later, The Citadel Board of Visitors appointed her vice president for communications.

From 2002 until August, 2007, McArver led The Citadel’s communications initiatives, heading the office responsible for media relations, the website, the college magazine, marketing, photography and visitors. 
In addition, she chaired the campus Human Affairs Committee and the Gender and Minority Equity Subcommittee for NCAA recertification.  She also led the effort to consolidate The Citadel’s multiple departmental logos into one unifying symbol that The Citadel Board of Visitors officially adopted in 2002.  
McArver continues to serve as the institutional representative to South Carolina Women in Higher Education and adviser to the college’s Toastmasters organization. 
By joining the faculty, she has solidified her family’s professional commitment to education. Her husband, Charles, teaches history at Porter Gaud School in Charleston. Their daughter, Jocelyn, teaches high school Spanish in Virginia. 
