Curriculum and Instruction Committee

Academic Year 2001-2002

Report to Faculty Council, Committee on Committees and Academic Board

1rst meeting:  October 18, 2001

The Curriculum and Instruction Committee met for the first time at 11:00am, at Capers 103.  Several actions took place:

1. A new chair was elected after unanimous vote:  Harry Davakos of Health, Exercise and Sport Science

2. The committee discussed and approved the following proposals submitted by the Department of Modern Languages:

I. Course Description Revision:  SPAN 307: Business Spanish (additions set off in quotation marks):  introduction to the language “and culture” of economies, banking, commerce, sales, import-export, and corporations in Spain and Spanish America.

II. Proposed New Course:  SPAN 308: Spanish Business Correspondence.  An extensive overview and practice of written commercial communications in Spanish.

III. Course Elimination:  SPAN 390, 391 and 392.  They will be offered as part of SPAN 405: Special Topics in Spanish during the Summer Study Abroad programs.  

3. Committee decided to amend two sections of the chapter and also to ask for additional clarifications and/or discussions on two more subjects in the chapter from the Dean of Undergraduate Studies.  The chair was asked to communicate with both the chair of the committee on committees about consultation with amendments passed, and with the Dean for clarifications/discussions.

Meeting adjourned at 12:05pm.

Amendments to the Committee’s Charter

The following are a list of amendments agreed and voted upon by the Curriculum & Instruction Committee members, regarding the committee’s Charter.

I. Membership

A. Representation:  The last paragraph should read: “The Dean of Undergraduate Studies selects two students, as ex-officio members without voting privileges” 

II. Structure

A. Chair:  First sentence changes so that it reads: “The committee shall have a chair selected by committee vote at the first organizational meeting of the Fall Semester”.

III. Activities

III.2 Specific Activities of the Curriculum and Instruction Committee

Delete Sections 2 and 3 from Chapter.  As per communication with Dean Ozment, we do have other mechanisms that select award recipients, thus there is no reason for the C & I committee to continue taking this on.  Additionally, evaluation and assessment of effectiveness of courses composing the core curriculum, changes and or modifications of core curriculum, or of courses in the core curriculum, is the responsibility of another institutional committee and the C & I committee should not interfere with that committee’s mission and purpose.

2nd Meeting:  April 23, 2002

The Curriculum and Instruction Committee met to discuss several proposals:

1. A proposal by the Electrical Engineering Dept., submitted to the committee by the Chair of the Dept. COL Harold W Askins, Jr., with a request for the committee to support the addition of a new course MATH 206: Introduction to Discrete Structures, which addition will provide prerequisite course necessary for students’ entrance in computer engineering track/concentration and to be taken during the 2nd semester of the freshman year; an addition of a new senior elective course ELEC 425: Interference Control in Electronics, to increase variety of elective courses in the area of electromagnetic compatibility; and to reschedule two English courses, ENGL 102 and ENGL 201 to be taken, due to the addition of the first course, during the first semesters of the sophomore and junior years. After deliberation and hearing of explanations for the need of such courses as well as the necessity for rescheduling the English courses in the Departmental curriculum scheduling, the committee approved unanimously the above additions and changes in the Catalog.

2. A proposal by the Dept. of Political Science and Criminal Justice, through its Chair COL Laurence W. Moreland, on two aspects of their curriculum:

I. Political Science:

a. Addition of the following courses to the Catalog:

· PSCI 344: European Affairs

· PSCI 345: South Asian Affairs

· PSCI 346: Multinational Peacekeeping

· PSCI 348:  Theories of Peace and War

· PSCI 310: Domestic Terrorism

b. Modify/rename the following courses in the Catalog:
· Rename PSCI 337:  Far Eastern Affairs to PSCI 337: East Asian Affairs

· Rename PSCI 342: Terrorism, Political Ideology, and Violence to PSCI 343:  International Terrorism.

c. Delete the following courses in the Catalog due to absence of qualified faculty to teach them:
· PSCI 309: Religion and Politics

· PSCI 334: Problems in International Law and Organization

· PSCI 394: Contemporary Political Analysis

d. Degree Program Changes:
· Add PSCI 431: American Foreign Relations as an “American Politics Elective” to increase the number of that field’s electives, and help relieve the pressure of offering enough elective courses required by the “American Politics” field of studies

· Delete the following from the Catalog entry for PSCI: 498: Independent Study/Senior Research:  “Required of all seniors as a prerequisite to graduation; an approved departmental elective may be substituted”.  Reason for that deletion is that the course has not been in fact required in the last 20 years and the deletion will correct an incorrect statement.

After discussion, the committee approved unanimously the changes, additions, and deletions with the following friendly suggestions to courses’ description changes:

· Include other East Asian countries in the Catalog description of the PSCI 337: East Asian Affairs, thus including more countries than the present, limited to China, in the Catalog (Dept. responded with an updated version that reads, through an addition of a new sentence, at the end of the old description “As appropriate, Japan, the Koreas, and Taiwan will also be addressed.”).

· Delete the wording about “right wing” from the description of the PSCI 310: Domestic Terrorism, so that the course description will read to “the internationalization of violent ideology via the internet” in the final paragraph. (Dept. responded with an updated version that reflects the requested change).

II. Criminal Justice:
a. Addition of the following courses in the Catalog:
· CRMJ 382: Drugs and Crime

· CRMJ 383: Comparative Criminal Justice Systems

· CRMJ 387: Criminal Investigation

· CRMJ 388: White Collar Crime

· CRMJ 390: Victimology

· CRMJ 391: Criminalistics

With these additions the degree program will offer a greater variety of courses and will attend a status of other than an “underdeveloped” program, as its present minimum permanent course selections indicates in the minds of faculty and students alike.

b. Modify/rename following courses in the Catalog:
· Redesignate SOCI 302: Criminology to CRMJ 202: Criminology.  The SOCI designation dates back to a time when the CRMJ prefix did not exist.

c. Degree Program Changes in the Catalog:
· Add the following courses to Cluster A (Criminal Justice Electives) in the degree:

· CRMJ 382: Drugs and Crime

· CRMJ 383: Comparative Criminal Justice Systems

· CRMJ 387: Criminal Investigation

· CRMJ 388: White Collar Crime

· CRMJ 390: Victimology

· CRMJ 391: Criminalistics

· Add the following course to Cluster B: PSCI 310: Domestic Terrorism.

After discussion the committee approved unanimously all requested additions and changes for the Criminal Justice degree.

3. A proposal from the School of Education, submitted to the committee through its Dean Dr. Ken Henson, to eliminate the History Education Major.  This was based on the reason that students with a degree in Social Studies, as opposed to History track, are in far more advantageous position to gain employment as educators.  Additionally, as explained to the committee, Praxis II test for History majors is in the Social Studies field of knowledge.


The committee unanimously approved the proposal to eliminate the History Education Major.

4. A proposal by the Dept. of Health, Exercise and Sport Science, submitted to the committee through its Chair LTC Jeff E. Goodwin, to:

a.  Delete the following courses from the Undergraduate Catalog:

· RPED 118: Contemporary First Aid and Safety Instructor

· RPED 119: Advanced Lifeguarding

· RPED 120: Advanced Lifeguarding Instructor

· RPED 123: Fencing

· RPED 125: Handball

· RPED 141: Modern Bicycling 


Meeting adjourned at 12:15pm.

