Faculty Council Report for AY 2006/2007
Faculty Council met three times during the fall 2006 semester (9/21, 10/26 and 11/16) and four times during the spring 2007 semester (1/23, 2/22, 3/22 and 4/26). 

We had two major searches this year: one for a new Provost and one for a new Dean of Business Administration. Faculty Council elected Conway Saylor and Tom Thompson to serve on the Provost Search Committee and Harry Davakos to serve on the Dean of Business Administration Search Committee. 
We voted to approve the creation of “Visiting Professor” status—an issue that had been tabled last year—with the understanding that this option should allow the college to attract high-profile individuals at no additional costs beyond the normal pay rate for adjuncts.

The Committee on Evaluation of Instruction reported on a variety of issues that challenge our ability to collect fair, accurate data from students. We discussed the technological challenges of collecting online data, the relative value of the student comments, and issues of anonymity and responsibility. This has been a year-long discussion and is still ongoing. For the present, we are still relying on hard-copy evaluation forms with transcribed comments.
Early in the year, we began a discussion of faculty governance, and particularly the costs and benefits of switching from our current system (with Faculty Council and Academic Board) to a Faculty Senate or some similar, single-body governance unit. We also discussed simply extending the term of service of the Faculty Council chair. This conversation, too, has been ongoing, and a subcommittee is still investigating models used at other institutions; we hope to have a recommendation ready for a vote by late fall.
We investigated the possibility of having the Cadet Store stock uniforms for faculty, given the challenges sometimes associated with going to Ft. Jackson, but the policy remains that the tailor shop will measure faculty members, but the Cadet Store will not stock uniforms; Ft. Jackson is our main supplier.

Parking also came up again as an issue. In a meeting with Physical Plant and representatives from a variety of campus constituencies, we were able to clarify some needs and provide limited relief to certain departments. COL Tomasik, Vice President for Facilities and Engineering, expressed a willingness to revisit parking policies. In light of planned construction over the next decade or so (described in a briefing by BGEN Carter), parking will continue to present challenges. We hope to participate in a discussion about rethinking parking policies.
The Faculty Employment Committee proposed plan for a faculty salary study to be conducted during the 2007-2008 Academic Year, and Faculty Council approved the proposal and sent it forward to the Provost.

The Provost requested that Faculty Council approve a change in the catalog to make the Class Absence System, rather than the professor’s gradebook, the official attendance record. Faculty Council agreed to approve such a change, but only when faculty members have the option of entering/correcting class absence data for 6 days after the day that the class meets.
With the retirement of our current College Marshall, Faculty Council decided to ask for volunteers from senior faculty members who would be willing to serve in this capacity. Several faculty members offered to serve, and Faculty Council elected Michael Barrett as the new marshall.

The chair reported regularly on items of interest from Graduate Council, Academic Board, and Senior Staff meetings. Though the council discussed some of these items, the goal was mainly to keep the faculty, through each department or school’s representatives, informed about these issues.

The issues of what to do about student evaluations of instruction, whether to propose a new model for faculty governance, and what kinds of parking policies will be in place next year all need to be further addressed by next year’s faculty council, which will be chaired by Dave Trautman. 
Respectfully submitted,

Tom Thompson

Faculty Council Chair, 2006-2007

