Research Committee Report

2003-2004

Call Schedule.  The Committee decided to follow the Call Schedule from the 2002-2003 academic year.  Therefore, the Committee agreed to have three calls for Presentation of Research, two calls for New Faculty Research, and one call for general Faculty Research.  Deadlines were established for all calls.  They were also made standard for the future and written into the Committee Charter.  The standing dates are listed below:

· Presentation of Research 

· 3rd Monday of September

· 4th Monday of January

· 1st Monday of April

· New Faculty Research Grants

· 3rd Monday of October 

· 4th Monday of January

· Research Grants

· 1st Monday after Thanksgiving break

The Committee also agreed that early consideration of grants could be given when circumstances warrant.  Applicants must provide a compelling and detailed explanation.
Deadlines.  The Committee agreed to adhere to the established deadlines.  Faculty members seeking late awards were told to speak with General Carter about their need.

Two Subcommittees of the Research Committee for Research Grant Review.  The Committee agreed to create two subcommittees for preliminary review and recommendation of research proposals to the entire Committee.  The subcommittees are represented by the departments listed below:

1) Business Administration, Education, English, History, Library, Modern Languages, Political Science & Criminal Justice, and Psychology

2) Biology, Chemistry, Civil & Environmental Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Health, Exercise, & Sports Science, Mathematics & Computer Science, and Physics.

Forms Subcommittee.  As the current Committee lacked a resident expert with designing and editing Word forms, a subcommittee of five faculty members was formed.  Dr. Mark McKinney, previous committee member and designer of the electronic grant forms, trained the subcommittee on designing and editing Word forms.  As membership on the Committee changes, this group can train newcomers.  This subcommittee will enable the forms to be updated periodically.

Definition of Research Activity.  The Committee on Committees requested the Research Committee to define the phrase "research activity;" this phrase was used in the committee charter to describe one’s eligibility for membership.  The Committee decided that “membership on the Research Committee should be limited to faculty members conducting, publishing or presenting research within the previous five years, as indicated on their electronic curriculum vitae.”

Graduate Assistant Duties.  The Committee decided to have a Graduate Assistant do the following things:  (1) create a list of faculty members who received grants in the current academic year, (2) make a file containing the titles and abstracts from the research grants submitted for 2004-5, (3) create a sample presentation grant, and (4) post actual grants submitted from this academic year.  Following permission from applicants, information would be posted to a restricted access location on the server.  Only people on campus would be able to view the documents.  It was also decided that a Frequently Asked Questions page be posted to the web.  Following these motions, a graduate assistant was obtained through the Office of the Provost.

The Chair of the Research Committee along with the Chair of the Development Committee wrote a proposal for a graduate assistant to be shared between the two Committees for the 2004-5 academic year.  The graduate assistant would assist the chair of each committee with operations.

Research Funds for Sabbatical Awardees.  The Chair provided General Carter two proposals regarding additional research funds for sabbatical awardees.  If funds become available, one of these budget proposals may be acted upon.

Complete and Current Forms.  The Committee decided to require applicants to use the current form, to answer all questions and sections on the form, and to provide the URL address for the current vitae.  The Committee believed that the review process would be expedited by applicants providing all necessary information by the published deadlines.

Review of Grant Forms.  In September the Committee started reviewing the current Presentation of Research and Research Grant forms and started making appropriate changes.  Policies established throughout the year are reflected in the revised forms.  A Page Charge form was also created.

Review of Grant Applications.  The Research Committee reviewed 150 total Grant applications in the 2003-4 academic year in accordance with the Call Schedule listed above.  There were 90 Presentation Grants (40 in the second call, 33 in the third call, and 17 in the first call for the new fiscal year), 46 Research Grants, 9 New Faculty Research Grants (6 in the first call and 3 in the second call), and 5 Page Charges throughout the academic year.

