FACULTY RESEARCH COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING, 25 SEPTEMBER 2003

The Committee met in the Prioleau Room, Daniel Library.  The meeting was convened at 11:00 AM by Suzanne Mabrouk, Chair.

In attendance: Adelman, Chen, Cretacci, Davis, DeRoma, Heisser, Jerse, Knapp, Mailloux, Templeton, Toubiana.

The Committee reviewed applications for presentation of research grants received under the second call.  The Committee discussed a proposal for a new faculty grant that had been submitted after last year’s deadline.

During the review of second call proposals several points were raised.  Keith Knapp pointed out the difference in the rate for a Citadel vehicle ($14/day + $0.14/mile) versus use of a personal vehicle ($0.305) .  The figures used in some proposals were for the wrong kind of vehicle. Members expressed a consensus that awards would be capped at $2,500. Saul Adelman said that applicants should be asked to justify taking a car if the airfare would be cheaper, and that applicants should include tax with estimated hotel room rates.  

Keith Knapp suggested that the Committee pay for only one person in cases where two are sharing a presentation at a conference.  He also suggested that the country of Mexico not be excluded from foreign travel justification.

The Chair brought up for discussion the question of establishing a monthly presentation of research proposal deadline instead of doing this only two or three times a year.  Peter Mailloux said a problem occurs when people receive notification of acceptance of a presentation during the time between Committee meetings for review of proposals, since prices for transportation or other expenses may have changed.  Saul Adelman suggested that the Committee might meet more than twice a year to review applications; and Mei Chen suggested quarterly meetings to review presentation proposals.  Josey Templeton noted that the Committee already requires an acceptance before money will be released, and that awards are conditional on acceptance.  Mei Chen moved and Keith Knapp seconded that the present schedule for application submissions and Committee review be retained.  The Motion carried by 7 votes in favor to 5 opposed.

The Chair next raised the question of subcommittee structure.  She noted that, in the past, the Committee broke into three clusters for preliminary review of research proposals with the entire Committee subsequently meeting to pass on all proposals.  A problem occurred last year when one cluster sent only its cluster chair to the general meeting, she said, noting that it was intended that all Committee members meet for final discussions and approvals.  She said that due to reorganization the College is now moving to several colleges and schools instead of the traditional three clusters.  Peter Mailloux pointed out that the new arrangements could leave some areas, e.g., Education, by themselves.

Following discussion there was a consensus that the Committee have two divisions

for preliminary discussion of research proposals:

1. Business Administration, Education, English, History, Library, Modern Languages, Political Science & Criminal Justice, and Psychology;

2. Biology, Chemistry, Civil & Environmental Engineering, Electrical Engineering,

Health, Exercise, & Sports Science, Mathematics & Computer Science,

 and Physics.

The chair brought up for discussion the question of the number of paper copies of research proposals.  A consensus agreed that there should be a total of three paper copies: one for the Chair, which would be delivered to the Provost; and one for each of the two divisions.

Mei Chen raised the question of documentation of invitations or acceptance of conference presentations.  The members felt that current practice of requiring either a letter or invitation, a message of acceptance or listing an official conference program was acceptable.

Saul Adelman said that there has been inconsistency in applicants’ attachment of CVs and proposed that people not attach their CV, but rather update their CV on The Citadel Web site and provide a link to the CV.  This was agreed to by consensus.

There was discussion of the need for applicants to comply with The Citadel policy and procedures regarding use of human or animal subjects in research.  The URL for the policy, which the Chair will post on the research Web page, is

http://www.citadel.edu/fins/researchprocedures.pdf
Keith Knapp seconded by Saul Adelman moved for adjournment, which was done, there being no objection.

Submitted by David Heisser, Secretary

