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Sabbaticals Committee Report, 2003-2004

Membership:

Peter Greim, Mathematics & Computer Science
David Heisser, Library

Russell Hilleke, Physics

Thomas Jerse, Electical & Computer Engineering

Bernard T. Kelley, Jr., Biology

Philip Leon, English

Suzanne Mabrouk, Chemistry

John Murden, Civil & Environmental Engineering

Jeffrey Pilcher, History

Michael Politano, Psychology

Robert Steed, Political Science & Criminal Justice

Josey Templeton, Health, Exercise & Sport Science

Guy Toubiana, Modern Languates

George Williams, Education

Bill Woolsey, Business Administration

The Committee met on September 16 and elected David Heisser as chair.  Mei Chen resigned from the Committee and was replaced by Peter Greim. On September 30 the Committee met with General Carter to discuss procedures.  After discussions within the committee an electronic application form was developed by a subcommittee of Suzanne Mabrouk, Jeffrey Pilcher and David Heisser.  This form, accompanied by instructions and a call for proposals was distributed to the faculty on October 16.
On October 22 the Committee offered a workshop on the new electronic grant application form to all interested faculty.  This was held in Bond 251.  About 10 faculty members attended.  Suzanne Mabrouk gave a demonstration of how to use the new form, and Committee members responded to people’s questions.  
On October 27 the Committee held a brownbag lunch in the Greater Issues Room, Mark Clark Hall. At the luncheon two previous recipients of sabbaticals, Tom Thompson and Keith Knapp, gave presentations on how they used their sabbatical leaves, and responded to questions.  About two dozen faculty attended.  Light refreshments were served, thanks to the support of the Provost.

On November 20 the Faculty Council approved a change in the Committee charter, by which the membership criteria were amended. The revised charter provides that the Committee on Committees shall select one member from each academic department (including the library) and does not refer to members being selected from the Research and Development Committees.  Also, references to the “Vice President for Academic Affairs” were changed to “Provost.”

Eleven applications for sabbaticals were submitted. The committee interviewed all applicants during the first week of December, discussed the proposals, and then ranked the applicants.  Applications were ranked by assigning each first place choice the number 1; second place choice number 2, and so on. The committee met again to discuss the rankings, which were then transmitted to the Provost on December 11. On February 5 the Provost informed the successful applicants of their awards.   Alix Darden and Juan Bahk were awarded full-year sabbaticals, subject to Citadel Foundation funding; and Lisa Zuraw, James Hutchisson, Mei Chen and Laurence Moreland received half-year sabbaticals.

For the Committee,

David C. R. Heisser

Chair, 2003-2004

