SABBATICALS COMMITTEE REPORT, 2004-2005

Membership:

Biology – Prof. Bernard T. Kelley, Jr. 

Business Administration – Prof. Dorothy Perrin Moore

Chemistry – Prof. Carey Rushing

Civil and Environmental Engineering – Prof. John Murden

Education – Prof. Linda Elsknin

Electrical Engineering – Prof. Mark McKinney

English – Prof. Philip Leon

Health, Exercise and Sports Science – Prof. Gary Wilson

History – Prof. Jeffrey Pilcher

Library – Prof. David Heisser

Mathematics and Computer Science – Prof. William Denig

Modern Languages – Prof. Katherine Skow-Obenaus

Physics – Prof. Saul Adelman

Political Science and Criminal Justice – Prof. Robert Steed

Psychology – Prof. Michael Politano


The Committee held its organizational meeting on October 25 and elected David Heisser as chair. Professor Harold Askins resigned from the Committee and was replaced by Professor Mark McKinney.  Professor Russell Hilleke resigned and was replaced by Professor Saul Adelman. The call and instructions for applying for sabbatical leave and the electronic application form were distributed to all faculty by email.  

On November 10th  the Committee offered a workshop on using the electronic form to all interested faculty. This was held in Bond 251. About one dozen faculty attended. Committee members responded to colleagues’ questions about the process.

Five applications for sabbaticals were received by the close of the application period, November 19, 2004. The Committee interviewed all applicants during the week of November 29th, discussed the proposals, and then ranked the applications.  Applications were ranked by assigning each first place choice the number 1; second place choice number 2; and so on. The Committee transmitted its recommendations and rankings to the Provost on December 8th .  On January 13th , 2005, Provost Steven notified the successful applicants of their awards. Full-year sabbaticals were awarded to Professors William Bloss, Kevin Crawford, Suzanne Mabrouk and Guy Toubiana. A half-year sabbatical was awarded to Professor Scott Lucas. 

On April 17, 2005, the Committee held a brown bag lunch for all interested faculty in the Greater Issues Room, Mark Clark Hall. Returning full-year sabbatical recipients Professor Julie Lipovsky of the Psychology Department and Professor Kyle Sinisi of the History Department reported on their sabbatical years and responded to questions about the process of applying for awards.  About 30 people attended. Light refreshments were served, thanks to the generous support of Provost Steven—who also attended the event.


A subcommittee of three—Professors Moore, Skow-Obenaus and Heisser—developed a proposal for an event in the fall 2005 term where the most recent returning sabbatical recipients would discuss their projects and the application process.  Thanks to the Provost’s generous support, lunch will be served to attendees. The Provost will speak at this event about the sabbatical grant program.  Professors Philip Leon and Saul Adelman are working on a proposal about the restructuring of sabbaticals to be presented to the Sabbaticals Committee at the first meeting of the committee in the fall of 2005.
For the Committee,

David C. R. Heisser

Chair, 2004-2005

