Sabbaticals Committee Report, 2008-2009

Membership:

Biology 
Alix Darden 

Business Admin.
Bill Woolsey

Chemistry
Smokey McAfee

CEE
Jeff Davis

Education
Kathy Brown

ECE
Mark McKinney

English
Licia Calloway

HESS
Lori Williams

History
Kyle Sinisi

Library
Kathleen Turner

Math & CS
Leslie Cohn

Modern Lang.
Katya Skow

Physics 
Pat Briggs

Political Sci.& Cri. Just.
Catherine Burton

Psychology
Julie Lipovsky

On September 18, 2008 the sabbaticals committee met and elected Katya Skow chair.  The annual sabbaticals symposium was discussed and it was suggested that the event be “piggy-backed” onto one of the monthly wine-and-cheese socials sponsored by the Provost. Since the committee agreed that this was a splendid idea, Katya Skow asked Provost Hines if this would be possible. Julie Lipovsky and Kathleen Turner then organized the event.

Katya Skow met with Provost Hines on 1 October to discuss this year’s sabbatical funding. The provost assured the committee that funding for the 2008-2009 sabbaticals would only be minimally impacted because of the way CF funds were determined. He warned, however, that future years might be more severely impacted. On Wednesday 22 October the sabbaticals committee and the provost’s office sponsored the wine and cheese social and sabbaticals symposium in the Commander’s River View Room. Returning sabbatical grantees Jeff Davis, Saul Adelman, and John Weinstein displayed the results of their sabbaticals and answered questions from interested faculty members. The committee fielded questions from prospective applicants.
The committee received 8 applications for sabbaticals by COB on Monday 17 November. The committee members read the applications, interviewed and then ranked the applications. Applications were ranked from 1 to 5 with 1 being the highest. Separately, committee members also recommended to fund or not to fund the proposal. The committee sent its rankings and recommendations to the provost on 11 December.
In December the committee was approached by Faculty Council and asked to endorse as a committee suggestion put forward by faculty council to reduce CF funding this year to mitigate the lean years ahead. As a committee we decided that making such an endorsement really didn’t fall within our purview, as our function is purely advisory.
Provost Hines notified the successful applicants of their awards on 9 April. A full-year sabbatical was awarded to Professor Terry Mays. Half-year sabbaticals were awarded to Professors Joelle Neulander, Jennifer Altieri, Sean Heuston, Michael Woo, Marcus Cox, and Jennifer Spielman.
Respectfully submitted for the committee,
Katya Skow

Chair, 2008-9
