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Course Objectives
 
French 303 will give you an overview of several aspects of French civilization including but not limited to French history, social developments, art, and literature, and will address topics beginning in ancient times. This course will be conducted entirely in French and you are expected to participate in French. Through analyses, readings, discussions, and lectures you will increase your proficiency in reading and listening comprehension while acquiring appropriate French vocabulary and expressions needed in order to discuss and write about fundamental aspects of the francophone world. This course will also include a general review of grammar that will help you improve your ability to write, read, and express yourself in French.

French 303 is designed for students who possess a good understanding of French grammar and a strong interest in French culture and civilization.

Goals, expected learning outcomes, and assessments:
A. Goals:  This course ! has been carefully written to meet the National Standards for Foreign language Learning.  All components strive to meet the goal of the five C’s: Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities.  French 303, like all foreign language courses, seeks to develop students' skills in communication across ethnic, cultural, ideological, and national boundaries, and to help students develop an understanding of other cultures and patterns of thought.

B. Expected Learning Outcomes: 
In this course you will: 

1. --Improve your knowledge of and ability to speak about French history and civilization.  
2.--Learn about the cultural contexts and manifestations of the peoples who speak French.
3. --Recognize and understand differences and similarities between the cultures and communities of the French language and your own.

 

C. Formal Assessment of Learning Outcomes
1) Learning outcome number 1 will be assessed through the following measures:

a. Speaking: weekly participation grade and class presentations.

b. Listening: homework assignments and exams.

c. Reading: homework assignments and exams.

d. Writing: class presentations, homework assignments, and exams.

 

2) Learning outcome number 2 will be assessed through the following measures:

a. Quizzes, class presentations, and exams.

3) Learning outcome number 3 will be assessed through the following measures:

a. Class presentations and exams.

 

 

2. Written Preparation: 
 
Reading assignments are indicated on the syllabus for each class period. Students are required to read all the assigned pages before coming to class on the days indicated. 

A content check (usually a short essay question) will be given at the beginning of each class period and will cover the assigned pages. Homework questions and projects will be assigned throughout the semester. All assignments and projects are to be completed in French.

  

3.      Course Evaluation:
 

a.  Weekly Performance Grade: 15%

b.  Quizzes/Homework: 25%

c.  Oral Presentation: 20%

d. Midterm Exam: 20%

e.  Final: 20%

 

Weekly Performance Grade
Regular participation in class activities is essential to be a successful language learner. In order to progress in understanding and speaking French, you must hear and speak it on a regular basis. Therefore, you must prepare carefully for class by completing all assignments in advance. You will be asked to volunteer often and participate actively. Try to speak French at all times, even during partner and small group work. Concentrate on using the vocabulary at hand to enrich your expression.  The following scale is used to assess your performance grade:

 

	18-20: Speaks often and well, is well prepared for class and volunteers frequently. Contributes ideas and opinions to the group. Uses complete sentences when appropriate. Speaks to classmates in French. 

	15-17: Speaks often but needs improvement, is not always prepared and volunteers only occasionally. Ideas and opinions are not always well presented. Needs to be reminded to use French with classmates.

	12-14: Speaks only when spoken to. Listens passively. Uses English too often. Contributes little to group discussions. Uses incomplete sentences or one word answers too often. 

	0-11: Does not participate sufficiently either because of class performance or repeated tardiness.


 

You will receive a participation grade every 3 weeks. These scores will be averaged at the end of the semester to obtain your final participation grade for the course. As you receive each grade, try to follow any suggestions so that you can improve your participation grades as the semester progresses. As a reminder, unexcused absences (i.e., without a written medical excuse) or tardiness will result in a lower participation grade. If you have to be absent or are ill, please inform Dr. Jellenik immediately and be sure to talk with her upon your return to class.

 

 Quizzes and Exams
A content check (short essay question) will be given at the beginning of each class period and will cover the assigned reading pages. 

The mid-term will cover all material studied during the first part of the semester. The final exam will not be comprehensive and will only cover material discussed after the mid-term. 

Please note the dates of the exams on the syllabus. Make-ups, which will be given only if you can present a valid written excuse, will be scheduled at Dr. Jellenik’s convenience. A missed mid-term or final will count as a zero. 

Oral Presentation 
Each student will give an Oral presentation in class (you will have the opportunity to sign up for a time slot). Topics must be directly related to the ones listed on the syllabus for the day that the student has chosen to present; the majority of the topics are literature themed, however some relate to politics or to art. You must research your topic and provide new information for your classmates; do not simply give a summary of reading assignments. You will be expected to include at least three sources for your research (2 websites, and one print source such as an encyclopedia or a journal) You may cite a few quotes from these sources, but be sure not to plagiarize.
The presentation should last 10-13 minutes and should be conducted entirely in French.

This is a culture/civilization class. You must have an entertaining/lively and interesting presentation for your classmates (and for me : )). Do not simply read your text!
The presentation grade is out of 30 points, which are divided into the following categories:

 

 

 

	Content and organization
	You need to produce an outline (introduction + conclusion) in French. You will need to give me a copy of your outline at least one week before your presentation.
	10

	Class Handout
	You need to prepare a hand-out for the class with your outline, key vocabulary, and your main ideas.
	5

	Grammar
	You may not use any English during your presentation. Use a language appropriate to your level. Write words you had to look up on the board
	3

	Pronunciation
	Please, speak clearly and do not read your presentation!
	2

	Visuals
	You must have visuals such as a poster, handout, video, or transparencies… PowerPoint presentations are highly recommended. Please share your visuals with me at least one week before your presentation
	5

	Class activity
	You are expected to lead an activity as part of the discussion of the topic you are presenting (activities may be questions, games, quizzes, fill-in-the-blanks…)
	5


 

 

THERE WILL BE NO MAKE UP PRESENTATIONS.  Period.
Cell-phone use:

The policy in the language department is the following: if a professor so much as sees a cell-phone, he or she will take it and give it to the Chair, Dr. Toubiana.  The cadet whose phone was taken must contact Dr. Toubiana in order to obtain his/her phone.

Late work:

No late work will be accepted under any circumstances.  You have until the end of each class period to turn in work—no later.   

Homework
 

Homework will be assigned throughout the week which will reflect the subject matter currently being studied. Assignments will include exercises out of the book, small research questions, handouts, and other such activities. If you miss a class period you will be responsible for the homework; it is advised that you contact Dr. Jellenik or a classmate for the assignment.  

                                                                            

Academic Integrity
 

Students enrolled in courses at The Citadel are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic conduct.  Dr. Jellenik will be alert to any kind of inappropriate conduct in the course. Suspicion of misconduct will be handled by official rules and policies of The Citadel. Penalties for cheating or plagiarism may result in a failing grade in the course or expulsion from the college. The Department will abide by the decisions of the Academic Misconduct Committee. Examples of academic misconduct in this course include but are not limited to the following:

 

a.       Submitting plagiarized work for an academic requirement. Plagiarism is the representation of another's work or ideas as one's own; it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person's work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person's ideas.

b.      Copying work or otherwise turning in written work that is not original to you. Cheating in this case applies both to the copier and the person who allows his or her work to be copied.

c.       Copying answers directly from the answer key (as opposed to doing the assignment first and then correcting mistakes from the answer key) on workbook assignments.

d.      Having someone else do or write your assignments for you.

e.       Using a translator in any way to complete compositions, Internet presentations or other assignments.

f.        Having anyone other than Dr. Jellenik help you with your composition. Tutors may answer questions about assignments from the workbook or textbook, but they may not help with (home) compositions.

g.       Receiving or passing exam information to other students before, during or after the exam. Cheating in this case applies both to the receiver of the exam information and the person who gives the information.

h.   Use of any unauthorized aids on exams (e.g., cheat sheets, textbook, etc) is strictly prohibited.

j.        Students are responsible for understanding what constitutes academic dishonesty. All suspected cases of academic misconduct will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct as required by Citadel rules.

 

The Department of Modern Languages, Literatures, and Cultures maintains a positive learning environment free from all harmful forms of discrimination. You are expected to adhere to this policy.
 

Make-up Exams
 

Make-up exams are given only for emergency/extreme conditions with the proper documentation. Students who are absent on the day of the exam for an excusable reason should contact Dr. Jellenik to make up the exam within 24 hours of the absence. Students who know in advance that they must be absent on an exam day for an excusable reason* should make arrangements with Dr. Jellenik to take the exam prior to the exam day. If a student is absent on the day of the exam for an unexcused reason, he/she will receive a zero on the exam. Exams must be made up within 3 days. If an exam is not made up by then it will not be made up.  It is the responsibility of the student to make these arrangements; Dr. Jellenik will not follow-up on a missed exam.
 

Excusable Absences
 
Makeup work will be permitted only when Dr. Jellenik is presented with acceptable documentation for acceptable absences. It is your responsibility to notify Dr. Jellenik of any excused absence as far in advance as possible. Legitimate excused absences must be accompanied by dated written documentation in the form of: an official letter or note from a doctor with contact phone number, letter on letterhead from the company/establishment of the career interview, death notice/obituary, program from funeral, official note from a Citadel coach/advisor, and so on. When in doubt of the kind of documentation needed, please ask Dr. Jellenik. 
Some examples of ACCEPTABLE excuses include: Emergency/extreme situations such as illness, family medical emergency, or death in the family ;A career interview that cannot be rescheduled outside of class time ; Governmental duties such as subpoenas, jury duty, and military service.

Some examples of UNACCEPTABLE excuses include: Family vacations, flight arrangements, etc. 
Typing Accents in French
 

If you are required to hand in any typed assignments in French, the following web site explains how to enter French accent marks on the computer:

http://tlt.its.psu.edu/suggestions/international/bylanguage/french.html
This site may be printed out for ease of use. It is considered a spelling error if you do not type in accents as required.

 

French Club
 

You are encouraged to join the French Club; the group attends French films together, organizes French meals and meets regularly to have discussions. Dr. Jellenik will provide you with more information upon request.

 

 

 

 

