FREN/GERM/SPAN 450: Theory and Practice of Foreign Language Teaching

Dr. Katya Skow

Spring 2012
Office Hours: M/W/F 10-11, 2-3 and T/Th 2:15-3:00 (and of course by appt.)
Tel: 953-6886; skowobenausk@citadel.edu
In this course students will read, discuss, and implement foreign language teaching strategies and methodologies.
Expected Results:
· a brief overview of 20th-century foreign language teaching methodology. 

· an appreciation of how lessons are planned and carried out.

· an understanding of how different methodologies can be combined effectively.

· an overview of different teaching personalities and styles.

· a practical experience in the classroom

Readings:
Hadley, Alice Omaggio. Teaching Language in Context. 3rd Edition (2000). 

Other handouts

Requirements:
· 30% Readings and question sets: after each reading, you will prepare in writing and/or orally a set of questions based on the reading.
· 10% 3-4 additional written assignments in preparation for teaching the group. You will need an elementary textbook in your language for these assignments. 

· 15% Regular attendance and participation in class discussion.
· 3 class observations: to be completed by spring break! You should observe 4 different classes. Please visit three different professors in at least two different languages. Check the schedule posted outside of the Modern Languages office. Find a German, French, Spanish, or Chinese class (101-201) that you can attend. Contact the professor at least three days in advance to find out when would be a good time (you don’t want to observe on test day). This is also a common courtesy, and I will be checking to make sure you do this. Anyone who just appears in someone’s class with little (less than three days) or no notice will be graded way down and runs a risk of a zero on that observation. Observe the class. Schedule a short “post-observation” meeting with the professor. This last part is mandatory and I will check.
· 15 % 3 class observation reports; written reports following a standardized format that include constructive comments.
· 15 % Midterm Examination on Monday 5 March
· 15%  teaching the group (final): in April, after you have completed the 4 observations, you will have a chance to teach the group. You will submit to me a lesson plan well in advance. We will discuss your lesson plan and modify it if necessary. After you teach the group, I will complete class observation reports based on your performance. Your grade will reflect the level of your preparation and the extent to which your lesson incorporates good teaching practices.
Important Due Dates (always by 5 pm): 

Class Observations:





17. February 
1. Observation





2. March 

2. Observation




23. March 

3. Observation



Question Sets:

13. January
Chapter 1 (42-43, turn in 4, discuss 1-3, 5+6)

20. January
Chapter 2 (80-81, turn in 1, discuss 2-5)
27. January
Chapter 3 (130, turn in 1-3, discuss 4) 
3. February 
Chapter 4 (169-70, turn in 1, discuss 2+3)

10. February 
Chapter 5 (225-6, turn in 2+5, discuss 1, 6+7)

17. March 

Chapter 6 (272-3, turn in 1,3+4, discuss 2, 5, 7+8)

24. March 

Chapter 7 (338, turn in 1, discuss 5)

3. April

Chapter 8 (384, turn in 3+4, discuss 1-3)

10. April

Chapter 9 (discuss 1-7, bring in suggested quizzes and texts)
3-4 additional assignments:

these will be worked in as they come up as fairly as possible
Teaching the Group:

weeks of April 9th and 16th
Midterm:

Monday, 5 March

