Instructor: Dr. Katya Skow
Office: CA 223D

Tel. 953-6886 skowobenausk@citadel.edu
Office Hours: MWF 11.00-12.00, 2:00-3:00 and by appointment on T/Th.


GERMAN 101: Beginning German I Fall 2009
TEXT:
Tschirner, Nikolai, and Terrell. Kontakte. A Communicative Approach. 6th Ed. McGraw Hill, 2008. Package includes access to Quia an online workbook.

online learning center

http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0072560770/student_view0/index.html
instructions for accessing Quia (online workbook)

http://www.mhcentro.com/books?qbid=0.8260954210407772&sessionId=tfa4_7599206_NCPBKG99_7027&type=16100&classId=795648&courseObjectId=731261
homepage for Quia (online workbook)
http://www.mhcentro.com/books/
GRADING:


Class Participation

10%

Homework


20%

A: 90-100

 

Quizzes


20%

B: 80-89

Paragraphs


16%

C: 70-79



Chapter Tests


30%

D: 60-69

 

Written Final


10%

F: 0-59

Oral Final


5%


COURSE GOALS:
This course focuses on the essential elements of effective communication--understanding, speaking, reading, writing, and culture. Students acquire and practice these skills in meaningful contexts using oral and written drills and exercises, both in class and at home. Students are encouraged to communicate orally in German through role plays and cultural simulations. Familiarity with the culture of German-speaking countries as well as reading and listening skills are expanded using authentic cultural materials such as maps, menus, and advertisements, as well as taped conversations, video, and internet. Students will learn the present tense, to express likes and dislikes, to negate a  verb or noun, to show possession, express a command, use modal verbs, form clauses, use prepositions, express dates and ordinal numbers, and talk about past actions. Vocabulary will include numbers, telling time, giving personal information, clothing, furniture, personal characteristics, emotions,  hobbies, plans, and duties. Cultural topics include German and Austrian schools, the Euro, holiday customs, leisure activities, and universities.
EXPECTATIONS:
· Class preparation as shown through class participation. Preparation includes actively preparing exercises in the textbook, being up-to-date in your workbook, and having read or written everything assigned for that day.
· Attendance is mandatory. "For any student, absences, whether authorized or unauthorized, in excess of 20% of the meetings of a particular course can, at the discretion of the professor, result in a grade of F in that course" (Bulletin of the Citadel).

· The large part of your written homework is the online workbook (see beginning of syllabus for links). You are expected to do it all by the day of the test. Any exercises not completed by then will be entered as “0.” On the other hand, if you complete your homework on time you will most likely do very well in the course. All homework is to be done individually.

· Expect a brief quiz every day unless specified. Topics will be announced in class the period before. The lowest three quiz-grades are dropped. There will be absolutely no make up quizzes.
· Four short oral presentations followed by four short writing assignments (paragraphs of 50 words) will be assigned during the semester. The oral presentations are to be done with no script—you may have one note card with a few key words written on it. The paragraphs are to be typed, double-spaced, with your name at the top right corner and a word count at the end of the paragraph. Words counted must be German and in the main body of the text--i.e., the title doesn’t count. If your paragraph does not meet these specifications it will not be accepted. Your current paragraph is to be turned in stapled to the top of any previous paragraphs. If your current paragraph is not stapled to your previous ones, you will lose 5 percentage points. For every day—not class—your paper is late you will lose 5 percentage points.
· After each chapter there is a chapter test. The test concentrates on the particular chapter that has just been covered, but must by nature be cumulative. Part of each test is a short oral interview conducted at an agreed on time and in my office. 
· The final examination is cumulative, but will focus mainly on chapter 4. It has both written and oral parts.

Use of a translation program or on-line dictionary is considered cheating as is having entire sentences translated. Your German professors (Drs. Skow, Gurganus and Major O’Neal) and official Citadel tutors are authorized help. Of course you may use your textbook and a paper dictionary. If you cannot read through your paragraph and honestly say to yourself and to me that this is your work, do not turn it in.

KURSPLAN/SYLLABUS
	Stunde
	Tag/Datum
	In diesem Kapitel lernen Sie …. (In this chapter you will learn …)

	1.-3.
	Mi 26 Aug-Mo 31 Aug
	Einführung A: getting to know your classmates, instructor, textbook—mostly listening. Topics include greetings, names, clothing, colors, numbers, giving commands, an introduction to the German case system and to grammatical gender, forms of address.
Online HW due 9/2

	4.-6.
	Mi 2 Sep-Mo 7 Sep
	Einführung B: developing listening skills, begin to speak German. Topics include, the classroom, body parts, the family, weather and seasons, origins and nationality, definite and indefinite articles, the verbs sein and haben, personal pronouns, plurals, possessive adjectives.
Online HW due 9/9

	7.-14.
	Mi 9 Sep-Fr  Sep 25
	Kapitel 1: Topics include leisure activities, school and university, daily schedule, personal information. Grammar topics include the present tense of verbs, expressing likes and dislikes with gern and nicht gern, word order in statements, telling time, separable-prefix verbs, and word order in questions.

	15.
	Mo 28 Sep
	Chapter Test/Online HW due

	16.-23.
	Mi 30 Sep-Fr 16 Okt
	Kapitel 2: Topics include possessions, presents, clothing and appearance, pleasures, and the euro. Grammar topics include the accusative case, negating with kein, keine, expressing what you would like with möchte, possessive adjectives, the present tense of stem-vowel changing verbs, and the du-imperative.

	24.
	Mo 19 Okt
	Chapter Test/Online HW due

	25.-32.
	Mi 21 Okt-Fr 6 Nov
	Kapitel 3: Topics include describing talents and plans, duties, describing mental and emotional states. Grammar topics include the modal verbs können, wollen, mögen, müssen, sollen, dürfen, personal pronouns in the accusative case, word order in dependent clauses, and dependent clauses and separable prefix verbs.   

	33.
	Mo 9 Nov
	Chapter Test/Online HW due 

	34.-41.
	Mi 11 Nov-4 Dez
	Kapitel 4: Topics include everyday activities, vacation and leisure time, birthdays and holidays, events. Grammar topics include the perfect tense, strong and weak past participles, dates and ordinal numbers, prepositions of time um, am, im, and past participles with and without ge-.

	42.
	Mo 7 Dez
	review/Online HW due

	
	Mo 14 Dez
	EXAM 1:00-4:00

	
	Sa 12 Dez
	EXAM 1:00-4:00

	
	Do 10 Dez
	EXAM 8:00-11:00


As with most syllabi, this one is relative—I will do my best to stick to it. Any changes will be announced to the class either by word, by e-mail, or on the announcements page in Quia.
PAGE  
1

