Honors 300 Seminar, Century in Chiaroscuro: A Retrospective of German Film 
The Citadel, spring 2004
M 1400-1630 in the Modern Languages Seminar (CA 207)

Instructor
Dr A E Gurganus
Office: CA 232-A. Telephone: 953.5253. Email: gurganusa@citadel.edu
Office hours: TR 1430-1600 and at other times by appointment

Texts
Allan, Seán, and John Sandford, eds. DEFA: East German Cinema, 1946-1992. New York: Berghahn, 
    1999.
Kreimeier, Klaus. The Ufa Story: A History of Germany's Greatest Film Company, 1918-1945. 
    Berkeley: U of California P, 1999.
Sandford, John. The New German Cinema. New York: Da Capo, 1980.  (photocopied selections)

Course Description
A seminar in which exemplary German films from every period of the twentieth century from the First World War to political reunification in the 1990s are examined as both art and psychological chronicle of the times. Readings provide biographical background and critical orientation; lecture and discussion elucidate historical and political context.

Exptectations
Each seminar participant will present one lecture introducing a film. Tutorials assist participants in choosing a topic, locating sources, and organizing their thought for a research paper of 3500 words (MLA style), fit for presentation at a conference or submission for publication in a journal. Papers will be distributed to, and discussed by the class as a whole. The final examination will require participants to synthesize findings from diverse aspects of the inquiry into German film.

Grading
In every seminar intellectual exchange--meaningful participation in discussion--is vital. Productive discussion stems from meticulous and thoughtful reading of the texts. Accordingly, comments in class constitute 20% of the course grade. The lecture-presentation counts for another 20%. The comprehensive final also figures in at 20%. The largest part of the grade, 40%, derives from the paper, where thought process and organizational skill can be brought to bear. Nota bene: because our time together is critical, missing class is not an option. 

Suggested Paper Topics
The cult of the vampire: comparison of two/three films
Film as propaganda: Riefenstahl's Olympia/Harlan 's Jud Süß/Dudow's Kuhle Wampe
A film company: Decla/Nero-Film/Deutsche Bioscop
Music to a film: possibly the score to a silent film
The Holocaust in East/West German film
The uses of eroticism/violence: comparison of two/three films
The image of America in West/East German film: a particular director
Coming to frips with the imperial/fascist/socialist past
Literature into film
Radical film: the genre of protest

Useful Websites
http://www.bibl.hff-potsdam.de
http://www.icestorm.de
http://www.umass.edu/defa/
http://www.filmstadt.de


Syllabus 

Jan 
M 26: 
Beginnings


Film: 
Dr. Caligari's Cabinet (1920, Robert Wiene, 52 mins)


Reading: Kreimeier 7-60 

Feb 
M 02: 
The Properties of the Medium


Film: 
Nosferatu (1922, F.W. Murnau, 63 mins) 


Reading: Kreimeier 61-110 

M 09: 
The Sound Film; Rise of Ufa


Film: 
The Blue Angel (1930, Erich Pommer/Josef von Sternberg, 94 mins)


Reading: Kreimeier 158-92 

M 16: 
The Classical Age 


Film: 
M (1931, Fritz Lang, 95 mins) 


Reading: Kreimeier 146-57, 192-202 

M 23: 
The Wonderful, Horrible Life


Film: 
Triumph of the Will (1935, Leni Riefenstahl, cuts)

Olympia (1936/37, Leni Riefenstahl, cuts)

The Wonderful, Horrible Life of Leni Riefenstahl (1993, Ray Mueller, cuts)
Reading: Kreimeier 205-54; photocopy

Mar 
M 01: 
Zero Hour; Genesis of DEFA


Film: Murderers Among Us (1946, Wolfgang Staudte, 81 mins)
Reading: Kreimeier 354-85, Allan/Sandford 1-21 

M 08: 
Between Two Worlds 


Film: 
Berlin, Schönhauser Corner (1957, Gerhard Klein, 82 mins) 


Reading: Allan/Sandford 93-130 

M 15:
 The New German Cinema 


Film: 
Aguirre, Wrath of God (1972, Werner Herzog, 94 mins) 


Reading: Sandford 6-16, 48-63 

M 29: 
The Giant of Babelsberg


Film: 
Jakob the Liar (1974, Frank Beyer, 96 mins)


Reading: Allan/Sandford 58-76, photocopy 


Apr 
M 05: 
The Terror of the Past


Film: 
Marianne and Julianne (1981, Margarethe von Trotta, 103 mins)


Reading: Photocopy



M 12: 
Wende and Beyond; papers due


Filme: 
Winter Adé (1988, Helke Misselwitz, cuts)




Locked-Up Time (1990, Sybille Schönemann, cuts)




Run, Lola, Run (1999, Tom Tykwer, cuts)


Goodbye, Lenin! (2002, Wolfgang Becker, cuts)
Reading: Allan/Sandford 183-203, 285-301; photocopy 

M 19: 
Discussion of papers 

M 26: 
Discussion of papers
