German 305: 20th Century Events and Issues in 21st Century German Media and Popular Culture 
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Time and Location: MWF 1-1:50pm; Capers 207
Instructor: Fr. Dr. Emm

Office: Capers 223A

Office Hours: MWF 9-10am, MW 2-3pm, and by appt.  
Contact: 953-5020; amy.emm@citadel.edu

Course Description

In this course we will examine the most recent media and pop-culture perspectives on German events and issues of the 20th century. The Nazi past and the Holocaust, the unification of East and West Germany, and the rise of a multi-cultural society remain controversial focal points of German cultural discourse today.  We will look at how these issues are dealt with in the press, in humorous essays, in music, television and film.  All of the primary sources for this course will come from the last ten years.  The course is taught in German and will practice speaking, listening, reading and writing skills in culturally contextualized assignments and class discussions.  

Course Goals

Successful participants in the course will:

· gain a broad understanding of the current cultural and media-landscape in German speaking lands.

· gain a detailed knowledge of specific cultural issues.

· gain greater fluency in expressing opinions, debating ideas, and posing critical questions in German.

Texts and Films

Links to diverse texts and videos from internet sources will be distributed.

Films will be on reserve at the library and are to be viewed outside of class. 

Assignments and Expectations

Participation

Active participation in class discussions and activities is required.  Your ability to participate actively depends on your preparation, i.e. on doing the homework.  Active participation in class means listening, making eye-contact, responding to questions, contributing to group-work and to discussions etc.  It also means speaking only in German during class. 

Attendance

Attendance is mandatory. Official Citadel attendance policy will be followed.  Tests shall not be missed due to guard duty.  Furthermore,  "For any student, absences, whether authorized or unauthorized, in excess of 20% of the meetings of a particular course can, at the discretion of the professor, result in a grade of F in that course" (The Blue Book).

Language Ability

Third year courses in German usually contain a mix of students at different stages of their development as German speakers. The instructor does not compare students when assigning grades. Rather, the final course grade reflects individual improvement, consistency of effort, and completion of requirements.  Successful class discussions will rely on a mutual show of respect, patience and good will.

Assignments and Assessment

· Participation: as outlined above, 15%

· Homework: diverse readings and written work 20%

· Quizzes: vocabulary and grammar, 15%
· Midterm: an essay and an interview with the instructor, 15%
· Press Project: following one issue in the media, with short weekly presentations 20%      

· Final:  An essay and a roundtable discussion during the scheduled exam time (April 27th, 1300), 15%

 All work submitted must be your own.  Use of online translation programs is cheating. Prof. Emm, Prof. Frenzel, Prof. Skow and the Academic Support Center are available to help. Consult with your Professor before seeking help from anyone else.  

 The Syllabus and Semesterplan are subject to change.

Semesterplan

Woche 1-2: Einführung in die deutsche Medien

Woche 3-6: Vergangenheitsbewältigung: Nationalsozialismus
Woche 7-10: Vergangenheitsbewältigung: Ost und West
Woche 11-14: Multikulturelles Deutschland
→Mittwoch, den 27. April , 13.00: Presseklub (Final)
Scale: (%)


A=100-90


B=89-80


C=79-70


D=69-60


F=59-0




















