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REQUIRED TEXTS:

Jörg Braunert and Wolfgang Schlenker, Unternehmen Deutsch. Aufbaukurs Lehrbuch. Stuttgart: Klett Verlag, 2005. 

Jörg Braunert and Wolfgang Schlenker, Unternehmen Deutsch. Aufbaukurs Arbeitsbuch. Stuttgart: Klett Verlag, 2005.

Wörterheft Stuttgart: Klett Verlag, 2005.

a good German or German/English English/German dictionary
some sort of a reference grammar—one from a previous course, for example EM: Übungsgrammatik, German in Review, etc)
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Wirtschaftsdeutsch (German for Business) introduces business-related themes and corporate culture from a language-proficiency perspective. In addition to topic-related material, students will continue to learn and practice communication skills in a context that will promote understanding of and respect for different cultures and genders in the German-speaking world. Dialogues and narratives in contextualized language and settings give a detailed perspective of contemporary business culture in Germany.  Listening and speaking activities, grammar review and expansion, and classroom discussion provide, as well, a sound basis for students planning to work or study in a German-speaking country.

GOALS:

· Master the mechanics of general business correspondence in German including the resumé, cover letter, fax, e-mail, and telephone

· Improve oral proficiency through in-class discussions, role play and scenario technique, research and presentation

· Improve grammatical competence and expand vocabulary through speaking, reading, and writing as well as through discrete grammar and vocabulary-building tasks
· Improve listening comprehension of news stories and authentic business-related materials
· Improve reading comprehension by reading authentic texts from German economic magazines such as Wirtschaftswoche, FAZ, Handelsblatt

Your grade for the course will consist of the following:
midterm



11%

dossier




14%

quizzes




10%
preparation



10%
participation



10%

2 scenarios (role plays)


20%



final




15%

Important Dates:

Monday, 18 October

MIDTERM
Moday, 18 October

DOSSIER (part I)
Thursday, 9 December (8-11)
FINAL

Homework, both written and oral is due on the day for which it is assigned. No late homework will be accepted. I will drop your three lowest homework grades. All homework is to be done individually unless otherwise specified.
Dossier—during the semester you will practice several types of business correspondence. You will have the chance to rewrite these assignments several times before the two due dates. Before mid-term and near the end of the course, you will turn in a folder containing the final, completely correct copies of these assignments.
Quizzes—there will be no make-up quizzes. I will drop the three lowest quiz grades.

Class participation and attendance are mandatory. “For any student, absences, whether authorized or unauthorized, in excess of 20% of the meetings of a particular course, can, at the discretion of the professor, result in a grade of F in that course.” If you do not participate in class discussions, you will not receive the maximum number of participation points.
Preparation means having done all assigned homework, both written and reading, so that you can participate effectively.
Scenarios are like role plays. Students in groups of between two and five are presented with a “scenario” and individual action cards. The students follow the directions and suggestions for interaction on their cards. As the “scenario” progresses, students receive new action cards which they in turn follow. The scenario ends when the conflict or problem is resolved by the participants. You will be participating in two of these elaborate role plays.

Use of a translation program is considered cheating as is having entire sentences translated. Your German professors (Skow, Emm, and Frenzel) and official Citadel tutors are authorized help. 

As with most syllabi, this one is relative—I will do my best to stick to it. Any changes will be announced to the class either by word or by e-mail.

