GERM 426: Austrian Literature: Der österreichische Schulroman
Instructor: Dr. Katya Skow

MWF 1-1:50; CA 207; 953-6886; skowobenausk@citadel.edu
Office Hours: MWF 11-12, 2-3 and TTh by appt.

Fall 2009

Texts:

Musil, Robert. Die Verwirrungen des Zöglings Törless. (1906)
Torberg, Friedrich. Der Schüler Gerber. (1930)
Horvath, Ödon von. Jugend ohne Gott. (1938)
Frischmuth, Barbara. Die Klosterschule. (1968)
Objectives:

This class centers on the Austrian school novel. Students examine and discuss four representative novels from different periods of the twentieth century. We will discuss the novels within their own context and within their historical context. Students will learn how to listen to, take notes on, and process short introductory lectures in German on topics important to the material we are reading. Students will practice close and critical reading of the texts, discuss them in class in German, and analyze and interpret them based on their reading and information gathered from class discussion and lecture. Students practice discussing topics in writing in German using primary source materials. The exams measure students’ acquirisition of the material, ability to synthesize critically the information, and the extent to which they can express this in written German.

Process: 
We will prepare and discuss representative works of modern Austrian literature each class. Texts are to be prepared thoroughly before coming to class. We will also view film versions of two of the novels. A large part of your grade will reflect the extent of your preparation. Class will be a mixture of discussion and lecture. Students are expected to take notes on both. I require two primary source papers of 3-4 pages each, a midterm and final examination, and a 5-10 minute presentation on an assigned topic. We will discuss paper topics in class. 

Requirements:

40%
2 3-4 page primary source papers in German, each on a different text and topic.

10%
1 5-10-minute presentation in German on an assigned topic:

· Kadettenschulen in Österreich vor 1918

· das bürgerliche Gymnasium der Zwischenkriegszeit

· das bürgerliche Gymnasium im dritten Reich

· Klosterschulen

25%
preparation and participation

10%
mid-term examination

15%
final examination

Dates: 

Die Verwirrungen des Zöglings Törless

26 Aug-23 Sep
c. 10 pages per class
Referat: “Kadettenschulen in Österreich vor 1918” 
16 Sep 
Film

First 3-4 page paper:  2 Oct
Der Schüler Gerber
25 Sep-21 Oct

c. 24 pages per class

Mid-term 12 Oct

Referat: “Das Gymnsium der Zwischenkriegszeit”
14 Oct
Film
Jugend ohne Gott
23 Oct-11 Nov 
c. 10 pages per class

Referat: “Das Schulsystem im dritten Reich”

4 Nov

Die Klosterschule
13 Nov-7 Dez
c. 10 pages per class

Referat: “Klosterschulen in Österreich”
18 Nov

2 3-4 page paper 20 Nov

Final Examination:
9 Dec 1:00-4:00
