The Citadel
Otoño 2009
Español 201
Text 

Zayas-Bazán & Bacon, ¡Arriba! (text package, 5th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, 2007. 

Objectives 

Students will continue learning the fundamentals of the language to comprehend orally, speak, read and write in Spanish. To help foster respect for cultural and gender differences, students will also be introduced to various aspects of the Hispanic culture through dialogues, readings and, when feasible, audiovisual materials. The study of grammar and vocabulary for communication in various real-life situations will also be emphasized with the ultimate goal of actual language production by the student.  Class will be conducted predominantly in Spanish. The ultimate goal will be to provide students with basic, practical communication skills in Spanish that can enhance their professional and personal lives and give them a potential advantage in the growing global economy. (For more information regarding the value of Spanish in contemporary society, please visit: www.citadel.edu/mlng/whyspanish.htm).
  
Course Policies 

(1) Deberes y Preparación: The instructor will present all new grammar material in class before students are expected both to review the corresponding lesson and report to class prepared with assigned homework. Consequently, students are expected to complete successfully all written assignments. All lessons will be realized in the order found in the syllabus. Each class meeting will begin with a review of students' homework and the related lesson. The student is expected to review the language nightly; therefore, if no written homework has been assigned, the student is expected to review the material covered in the previous class period.  Preparation is a component of homework.  "Winging it" and "snowballing" the instructor during the review of assignments will not be tolerated.  If a student has not done the assignment, he/she must inform the instructor as soon as he/she is called in order to minimize wasting everyone's time.  All written work is to be done on loose-leaf, 3-hole punched notebook paper (no spiral) and kept in a pocketed folder, available for the instructor's examination upon request.  A student who has "forgotten" his/her Spanish books (text,workbook, etc.) will be required to retrieve them (despite weather conditions). These must be brought to class every day, unless otherwise indicated by the instructor. If student's book has been stolen or lost, it is the student's responsibility to photocopy from a classmate's book the pages needed for class. Failure to do so is noted as "unprepared": class grade of 0. All assignments will be posted within the Modern Languages home page (www.citadel.edu/mlng/spancorecurr.htm). 

(2) Absolutely no late work accepted!!: All work must be submitted to the instructor no later than 1600 on the due-date.  If subject to extreme and uncontrollable circumstances, e.g., death, grave illness, etc., and he/she is unable to submit work or take an exam on the scheduled day, the student must contact his/her instructor either 24 hours before or after the class corresponding to the date in question to explain his/her situation.  

(3) Participación: A student chosen to answer a question should not be assisted by his/her friend. Nothing will be learned by helping your neighbor to respond (unless he/she is sleeping).  Be courteous and remain silent while any student attempts to answer the professor in Spanish. Sleeping during class will not be tolerated; unconscious students will be awakened. Grades of chronic sleepers will reflect lack of participation. 

(4) Asistencia y tardanza: All students are expected to attend all classes. One cannot be successful in learning Spanish if he/she does not attend class regularly to practice the language with other students and, most importantly, with the instructor. Excessive absences will detrimentally impact the student's final participation/homework grade. Tardiness will not be tolerated. The instructor reserves the right to dismiss any students arriving later than 5 minutes to class. Appointments with other Citadel faculty or staff prior to class is not a valid excuse for arriving late. Documented infirmary discharges that cause tardiness will serve as valid excuses, but documentation must be provided to the professor. 

(5)  Cuaderno de práctica y el laboratorio: The student is advised to complete, according to his/her own learning needs, the workbook assignments (Student Activities Manual) in conjunction with the chapter progress of the course.  When workbook exercises are assigned, they must be the student's own work. In general, these activities are supplemental learning tools for the student's benefit, therefore copying answers from another cadet is futile; it is an "HV."  Activities in the lab portion of the Student Activities Manual are mandatory and must be submitted to the instructor by 1600 the day of each corresponding chapter exam; this must also be the student's own work.  During orientation, your professor will direct you through the procedure of completing the lab activities online. Since there is no exam for the last chapter covered in this course, the corresponding workbook exercises will be submitted on the second-to-last scheduled class day of the semester. 

(6)Pruebas/Tarea/Preparacion: Arriving to class prepared is not only expected, but it is critical for your own learning and ability to manage the swift pace of the class. Work is considered tardy if delayed for reasons such as the need to e-mail or print. If you have a problem with completing an assignment or being prepared for class, contact your professor as soon as possible. Be accountable and communicate.  Record your homework assignment before leaving class, unless the professor has informed you that the assignment will be posted at the website (www.citadel.edu/mlng/spancorecurr.htm).  During the semester, the instructor may test student preparation with pop quizzes, collecting homework assignments or asking questions.

 (7) Composiciones: The student will write two in-class compositions in Spanish on a theme given by the instructor and related to the lessons already covered in this course. No dictionaries may be used. Students are permitted to re-write each composition once for a maximum of a full letter grade improvement. Failure to submit the re-written version by the date specified by the instructor will result in a 10 point deduction from the grade of the original version. 

(8) Entrevista oral: During the last two weeks of the semester--or during an alternate time determined by the professor--the student will be tested individually for oral proficiency in the instructor's office. The "interview" will last between approximately 4 and 8 minutes. If a student misses his/her scheduled interview, he/she will receive a grade of 0. 

(9) Exámenes: There will be three exams administered during the semester to measure the student's progressive language acquisition. 

(10) Examen final: The final must be taken with your professor's class on the day and time specified on the exam schedule.  All exceptional cases must be addressed with your instructor no later than two weeks prior to the date in question. End-of-semester travel arrangements are never exceptions to taking the final exam when scheduled.. 

(11) Extra Help: If a student has conscientiously followed the study guidelines as presented by his/her professor, and he/she is dissatisfied with his/her performance, he/she is responsible for addressing possible solutions directly with your instructor.  Absolutely no extra-credit is admissible.  If the student is investing the necessary time for the course, he/she should not have time to realize extra-curricular, course-related projects! 

(12) Instructor's Office Hours: Students are advised to know their instructor's scheduled office hours to ensure their visits will coincide with their instructor's presence. The notion of INSTRUCTOR AVAILABILITY is based upon scheduled office hours, not student whim. Therefore, if a student does not find his/her instructor during a time outside of the instructor's published office hours, this is a question of student neglect of duty rather than instructor availability . 

(13) Class Interruptions: It is prohibited, except for a dire emergency, to exit the class while in session.  Rest room and water fountain visits are not to be realized during class time. 

(14) Cell phones, Food, Tobacco, Gum, Candy: The use of cell phones, beepers, or other communication devices is disruptive, and is therefore prohibited during class. Under no circumstances may a student eat (including breath mints or any other forms of candy), use any tobacco products or chew gum or any foreign matter during the class period. Although this is already a college-wide policy at The Citadel, it is necessary for the unhampered production of the spoken, target language. The instructor therefore reserves the right to dismiss any student that violates this rule or demand that they dispose of the matter in question. 

(15) Posture, Consciousness, General Behavior and Seating: Because of the rigors of The Citadel experience and the subsequent mental and physical fatigue that are ever present, it is critical that a student assist his/her focus during the class period by sitting upright with both feet firmly planted on the floor and with hands off his/her face and head. All students must sit behind a desk that is occupied. Sleeping is prohibited. Students that repeatedly ignore these rules may be dismissed from class by the instructor. 

	(16) Grade Scale:
	A 
	90-100

	 
	B
	80-89

	 
	C 
	70-79

	 
	D
	60-69

	 
	F
	0-59


 
	(17) Course Grade Distribution:
	30%
	Exámenes (3)

	 
	20%
	Participación/Asistencia

	 
	15%
	Examen Final

	 
	15%
	Pruebas/Tarea/Preparación

	 
	10%
	Composiciones (2)

	
	5%
	Laboratorio y Workbook

	 
	5%
	Entrevista oral


 
The professor reserves the right to alter this syllabus at any time in order to accommodate better the learning needs of the students.  During any class period, the professor also reserves the right to dismiss any student whose behavior negatively affects the learning environment of the classroom.  The professor will record cases of dismissal as an absence "A" for the student.  By remaining enrolled in this class, the student agrees both to read carefully and subsequently accept the professor's policies as outlined in this document. 

  

