Spanish 202-08,  Intermediate Spanish II – Spring 2011
MWF 11:00 - 11:50  AM ¡ Bienvenidos a la clase de español!
Profesora: King-Johns

Office: 234-A
Contact: The fastest and most efficient way to contact me is via email. You can also leave a message on my voicemail, or stick a written note on my office.  Phone 953-7092, myriam.johns@citadel.edu
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Description 

This course is designed for those students who have completed Spanish 201 or its equivalent. While elementary grammar is reviewed, heavy emphasis is placed upon oral and written communication through readings and videos of Hispanic culture. Intensive practice is needed to develop language proficiency; thus this class is conducted in Spanish (with the possible exception of grammatical explanations) toward developing these skills, and students must facilitate this process by repeated practice DAILY. Students are expected to practice the language and study the cultures of the Spanish-speaking world a minimum of six hours outside of class meetings each week; however, outside preparation time may vary for each student according to individual abilities

Objectives 

Students will continue to learn communication skills with practical purposes in their professional and personal lives that will also increase their understanding of and respect for the Spanish-speaking world and its people. Students will continue to build upon their fundamental skills to improve fluency, with special attention given to written and oral communication and making comparisons and connections between Hispanic cultures and the students' own. Students should be able to create with the language in the indicative and subjunctive moods, with the perfect tenses, and with the future and conditional. Throughout the course you should

make every attempt to expand your vocabulary and increase control of the grammatical structures

being studied. In doing so, you will increase your Spanish repertoire and improve your ability to understand, speak, read, and write in Spanish Particular attention is given to seven major communicate functions: 1) describing 2) narrating 3) expressing likes/dislikes 4) comparing 5) reacting and recommending 6) talking about the future and 7) hypothesizing. They will also be able to write short compositions and do presentations in special topics in the target language and read brief, authentic texts at the intermediate level. For more information regarding the value of Spanish in contemporary society, please visit: www.citadel.edu/mlng/why.htm.
  
Course Policies 

-Classroom policies: Students in this course are expected to behave as professional, courteous adults. Disruptive behavior and disrespect toward fellow students or the instructor will not be tolerated. Students in this course are expected to abide by the Citadel Honor Code.

(1) Deberes:Tarea /Diario y Preparación: Assignments: Throughout the course you will receive assignments to complete at home as part of your daily study time. These may include grammar exercises, study skills, etc. Each student is required to come to class prepared to discuss the reading assigned for that day and employ assigned vocabulary. Consequently, students are also expected to complete successfully all written assignments. All lessons will be realized in the order found in the calendar. The student is expected to review the language nightly.  Preparation is a component of homework.  "Winging it" and "snowballing" the professor during the review of assignments will not be tolerated.  If a student has not prepared the assignment, he/she must inform the professor as soon as he/she is called in order to minimize wasting everyone's time.  A student who has "forgotten" his/her Spanish texts will be required to retrieve them (despite weather conditions). These must be brought to class every day, unless otherwise indicated by the professor. If a student's book has been stolen or lost, it is the student's responsibility to photocopy from a classmate's text the pages needed for class. Failure to do so is noted as "unprepared": class grade of 0. 

(2) Absolutely no late work accepted!!:  All work must be placed on the professor’ table at the beginning of the class and  no later than 1600 on the due-date.  If subject to extreme and uncontrollable circumstances, i.e., death, grave illness, etc., and he/she is unable to submit work or take an exam on the scheduled day, the student must contact his/her professor either 24 hours before to explain his/her situation and return with appropriate documentation (doctor’s note, original medical invoice, death notice, copy of military orders, etc..  Failure to adhere to these stipulations will result in an incontestable grade of 0 for the assignment or test!  All incomplete or unsubmitted work will also be designated this same grade.  Late assignments submitted under the professor's office door will also receive the 0 grade. 

(3) )  Diarios Semanales/Weekly journal: This is part of your Deberes. Students are expected to write at least one (8.5" by 11" size) page in a class journal each week. Topics will be given in advance, and grades will be assigned based on the number of entries and the thoroughness with which students write about the topic. It is due on Friday each week (at the beginning of class). These journals allow you to see your own development as you improve throughout the semester. This is your chance to practice Spanish in the way that you wish. Each entry should be between 50-100 words. Los diarios will be collected randomly at the end of each week and promptly returned. The diario will be typed double spaced, 12 pt font, in Times New Roman, and 1 inch margins on all sides. Only the textbook and/or the recommended Spanish-English dictionary (see above) may be used for these assignments. 

(4)  Quizzes/Pruebas: There could be some  quizzes (pruebas). All quizzes will be administered during the first 10-15 minutes of class with a lesson to follow. 

(5) Participación: Your participation grade includes your contributions in Spanish during regular class sessions, and active participation in Spanish in small group activities. If you are in class, but are not prepared and/or do not participate, you will receive no credit for that day. A student chosen to answer a question should not be assisted by his/her friend. Nothing will be learned by helping your neighbor to respond (unless he/she is sleeping).  Be courteous and remain silent while any student attempts to answer the professor in Spanish. Sleeping during class will not be tolerated; dozing students will be awakened. Grades of chronic sleepers will reflect lack of participation (0) each class. ABSOLUTELY NO OUTBURSTS IN ENGLISH PERMITTED. 

(6)  Asistencia y tardanza: Students are expected to attend all classes. This is part of your participation grade. Absences will result in 0 participation points for the date in question. Late arrivals will be penalized by reducing participation points, if you miss more than 20% of the classes, whether for valid reasons or not, you will receive an “F”. The professor reserves the right to dismiss any students arriving later than 5 minutes to class. An appointment with other Citadel faculty or staff prior to class is not a valid excuse for arriving late. Documented infirmary discharges that cause tardiness will serve as valid excuses, but documentation must be provided to the professor. 

(7) Presentaciones: Students are expected to give their class two presentations during the semester. The first presentation will be done in groups of three and the second presentation will be personal. Personal Presentation: Students will prepare a 4-5 minute presentation in Spanish on a particular city or region of the Hispanic world studied in class (your city or region will be determined later with the help of your instructor). The presentation will take place in your regularly scheduled classroom, and it must be interactive, i.e., involve the rest of the class in the presentation. about a topic related to the Hispanic countries. Group presentation: topics will be assigned a week and a half in advance. PowerPoint presentations /Youtube videos will be allowed. Use of electronic (online or computer) translators or help from tutors, friends, classmates, acquaintances, etc. outside of the assigned group, is strictly prohibited. Only the textbook, the recommended Spanish-English dictionaries and wordreference.com may be used for the second presentation. . The presentation will last approximately 4 minutes. Further details regarding the specifics of the presentation will be forthcoming.

(8) Exámenes: There will be three or four exams, each covering multiple chapters. Absolutely no make-ups will be given unless a student provides an excused deemed acceptable by professor Johns within 24 hours (before or after the date in question) of the scheduled exam. 

(9) Examen final: The final is cumulative and must be taken on the day and time specified on the exam schedule with your professor's class.  Don’t make any travel arrangement until you present your final exam. End-of-semester travel arrangements are never exceptions. A student absent from a final examination without a satisfactory explanation will receive a grade of 0.0
(10) Extra help: If a student has conscientiously followed the study guidelines as presented by his/her professor, and he/she is dissatisfied with his/her performance, he/she is responsible for addressing possible solutions directly with your professor in private and not during the class.  Absolutely no extra-credit is admissible.  If the student is investing the necessary time for the course, he/she should not have time to realize extra-curricular, course-related projects! 

(11) Class interruptions: It is prohibited, except for a extreme emergency, to exit the class while in session.  Rest room visits are not to take place during class time, you should go to the restroom before your class.

(12) Food, Tobacco, Gum, Candy: Under no circumstances may a student use any tobacco products, chew gum, snack on hard candy or any foreign matter during the class period. Although this is already a college-wide policy at The Citadel, it is necessary for the unhampered production of the spoken, target language. The professor therefore reserves the right to dismiss any student who violates this rule. 

(13) Posture, Consciousness, General Behavior and Seating: Because of the rigors of The Citadel experience and the subsequent mental and physical fatigue that are ever present, it is critical that a student assist his/her focus during the class period by sitting upright with both feet firmly planted on the floor and hands off his/her face and head. All students must sit behind a desk that is occupied. Sleeping is prohibited. Your classroom is not a hotel or sleeping quarters. Students who repeatedly ignore or refuses to follow these rules will be dismissed from class by the professor. 

(14) Cell Phone Policy: No cell phones, pagers or other electronic communication devices are to be on or used during class. Their use may result in the entire loss of participation points for the day. Furthermore, they are entirely prohibited during exams. If the professor catches you using your cell phone during class, it will be confiscated and delivered to the Department Chair’s office (CA 232-A). The student in question will receive a zero for participation that day and a white slip will be sent to the Commandant’s Office. In other words, NO cell phones are permitted to be used in class.
Grade Scale:

	  (15) Grade Scale:
	A 
	90-100

	 
	B
	80-89

	
	C 
	70-79

	
	D
	60-69

	
	F
	0-59


 Course Grade Percentages:

	(16) Course Grade Distribution:
	30%
	Exámenes

	 
	15%
	Examen Final

	
	8%
	Participación /Asistencia

	
	12%
	Deberes: tareas/diario/preparación/quizzes

	
	10%
	Composiciones (2)

	
	20%
	Presentaciones en español (2)

	
	5%
	Entrevista oral


I am glad to have you as my student, I am sure we will have a wonderful semester. 
Required Texts:


Mundo 21 . 3rd ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2004. 


---. Student Activities Manual.


Spanish-English/English-Spanish dictionary for class and a note book

















