The Citadel

Spanish 202—Intermediate Spanish—Fall 2011
MWF 0900 to 0950 Hours, Capers

Instructor:  Prof. Blanco
Office: 202 Richardson Ave. (by Counseling Center)
Office Hours: MW 1000-1100 lunes y miércoles; o por cita previa (appointment)
Contact:  gblanco@citadel.edu
Phone Number:  953-2066
Required Text: [image: image1.png]


 

Mundo 21, 4th ed., 
Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2012

Recommended Material:  Spanish-English/ English-Spanish Dictionary
Description:

Objectives:  Students will continue to learn communication skills with practical purposes in their professional and personal lives that will also increase their understanding of and respect for the Spanish-speaking world and its people. Students will continue to build upon their fundamental skills to improve fluency, with special attention given to written and oral communication and making comparisons and connections between Hispanic cultures and the students' own. Students should be able to create with the language in the indicative and subjunctive moods, with the perfect tenses, and with the future and conditional. Particular attention is given to seven major communicative functions: 1) describing 2) narrating 3) expressing likes/dislikes 4) comparing 5) reacting and recommending 6) talking about the future and 7) hypothesizing. They will also be able to write short compositions in the target language and read brief, authentic texts at the intermediate level. For more information regarding the value of Spanish in contemporary society, please visit: www.citadel.edu/citadel/otherserv/mlng/whyspanish.htm.
  

Course Policies:

(1) Deberes/Tarea y Preparación: Each student is required to come to class prepared to discuss the reading assigned for that day and employ assigned vocabulary. Consequently, students are also expected to complete successfully all written assignments (assignments are announced in class and posted on Blackboard). All lessons will be realized in the order found in the syllabus. The student is expected to review the language nightly.  Preparation is a component of homework.  "Winging it" and "snowballing" the professor during the review of assignments will not be tolerated.  If a student has not prepared the assignment, he/she must inform the professor as soon as he/she is called in order to minimize wasting everyone's time.  A student who has "forgotten" his/her Spanish texts will receive a class grade of “unprepared” or zero. These must be brought to class every day, unless otherwise indicated by the professor. If a student's book has been stolen or lost, it is the student's responsibility to photocopy from a classmate's text the pages needed for class. Failure to do so is also noted as “unprepared”. 
(2)  Absolutely no late work accepted!!:  If subject to extreme and uncontrollable circumstances, i.e., death, grave illness, etc., and he/she is unable to submit work or take an exam on the scheduled day, the student must contact his/her professor either 24 hours before or after the class corresponding to the date in question to explain his/her situation.  Failure to adhere to these stipulations will result in an incontestable grade of zero for the assignment or test!  All incomplete or unsubmitted work will also be designated this same grade.
  

(3)  Participación: A student chosen to answer a question should not be assisted by his/her friend. Nothing will be learned by helping your neighbor to respond (unless he/she is sleeping).  Be courteous and remain silent while any student attempts to answer the professor in Spanish. Sleeping during class will not be tolerated; dozing students will be awakened. Grades of chronic sleepers will reflect lack of participation. Absolutely no outbursts in English are permitted! Effort is rewarded accordingly.
(4)  Asistencia y tardanza: Students are expected to attend all classes. One cannot be successful in learning Spanish if he/she does not attend class regularly to practice the language with other students and, most importantly, with the professor. Excessive absences will detrimentally impact the student's final participation/homework grade. Tardiness will not be tolerated. The professor reserves the right to dismiss any students arriving later than 5 minutes to class. Appointments with other Citadel faculty or staff prior to class are not valid excuses for arriving late. Documented infirmary discharges that cause tardiness will serve as valid excuses, but documentation must be provided to the professor. 
(5) Presetaciones:  Each student is expected to give one presentation during the semester. The presentation will be on a specific cultural aspect of a chosen country.  Students must sign up for a specific day.  Each student  MUST discuss with me at least two weeks before, what aspect of the culture he/she wants to talk about.  PowerPoint is acceptable, as long as it is put together by the student. Writing on PowerPoint should be in Spanish and limited to a few phrases.  The student must deliver the presentation orally in front of the classroom (no reading will be allowed).  It should last 15 minutes, followed by a short activity that should last 5 minutes. Three days before the due date the student is responsible to send the PowerPoint presentation to the professor, in order to receive suggestions.  The student is responsible of sending the Power Point to all the students in the class one day before de presentation.  If a student misses his/her scheduled presentation, he/she will receive a grade of 0.  Students will be evaluated according to the rubric. Use of electronic translators or help from tutors, friends, classmates, acquaintances, etc. is strictly prohibited.
(6)  Composiciones:  Students will write two in-class compositions; the first one may be re-written for a single letter-grade improvement.  When editing the first composition, the student must not have ANY assistance except for the textbook and /or a Spanish-English dictionary.  Use of electronic translators or help from tutor, friends, classmates, acquaintances, etc., is strictly prohibited.  Failure to comply with these guidelines will constitute an honor violation.
(7) Quizzes/Pruebas:  There will be various quizzes based upon homework assignments and material covered in the previous class meeting.  They will have a time limit of 15 minutes.  Profesora Blanco reserves the right to give “pop” quizzes.

(8) Entrevista Oral (Oral Interview): At the end of the semester students will be tested individually for oral proficiency.  The “interview” will last approximately 4-8 minutes.  If a student misses his/her scheduled interview, he/she will receive a grade of 0.  It is prohibited to discuss the content of the oral interview with classmates.

(9) Exámenes:  There will be three exams, each covering multiple chapters.  Absolutely no make-ups will be given unless a student provides an excuse, deemed acceptable by The Citadel’s handbook, to Profesora Blanco within 24 hours (before or after the date in question) of the scheduled exam.
(10) Examen final:  The final is cumulative and must be taken on the day and time specified on 
the exam schedule with your professor’s class.  End of the semester travel arrangements 
are never exceptions. 
(11) Extra help:  If a student has conscientiously followed the study guidelines as presented by 
his/her professor, and he/she is dissatisfied with his/her performance, he/she is responsible for 
addressing possible solutions directly with Profesora Blanco.  Absolutely no extra credit is 
admissible.  If the student is investing the necessary time for the course, he/she should not 
have time to realize extra-curricular, course-related projects! 
(12) Class interruptions:  It is prohibited, except for a dire emergency, to exit the class while in 
session.  Restroom visits are not to take place during class time.

(13) Food, Tobacco, Gum, Candy:  Under no circumstances may a student use any tobacco 
products, chew gum, snack on hard candy or any foreign matter during the class period.  
Although this is already a college-wide policy at The Citadel, it is necessary for the 
unhampered production of the spoken, target language.  The professor therefore reserves the 
right to dismiss any student who violates this rule.

(14) Cell Phone Policy:  If the professor catches you using your cell phone during class, it will be 
confiscated and delivered to the Department Chair’s office (CA 232-A).  The student is 
question will receive a zero for participation that day and a white slip will be sent to the 
Commandant’s Office.  In other words, NO cell phones are permitted to be used in class.
(15) Grade scale:


A
90-100

D
60-69


B
80-89


F
0-59


C
70-79

(16) Course Grade Distribution:


30%
Exámenes


15%
Examen Final


15%
Presentaciones


10%
Tarea/Asistencia


10%
Quizzes/Pop Quizzes


10%
Composiciones


 5%
Participación


 5%
Entrevista Oral

*****The professor reserves the right to alter this syllabus at any time in order to accommodate better the learning needs of the students.  During any class period, the professor also reserves the right to dismiss any student whose behavior negatively affects the learning environment of the classroom.  The professor will record cases of dismissal as an absence “A” for the student.  By remaining enrolled in this class, the student agrees to read carefully and subsequently accepts the professor’s policies as outlined in this document.
