	SPAN 303: Spanish Culture and Civilization
Fall 2011

Professor: Sara Fernandez Medina
Office: Capers Hall 234 C
Email: sara.fernandez@citadel.edu
Required Texts:  
Pereira-Muro, Carmen. Culturas de España. Boston:  
           Houghton & Mifflin, 2003. 
Recommended Text:  
Diccionario de la Real Academia Española
Films (depending on availability):  (I will provide a detailed list for each topic)
Vicente Aranda “Mad Love” (Juana la Loca) (2002)
Diaz Yanes “Capitan Alatriste”

Luis Bu?uel,  "Un chien andalou" (1929) 
Carlos Saura,  "¡Ay, Carmela!"  (1990) 

Montxo Armendariz,  "Cartas de Alou"  (1990) 
Pedro Almodovar,  "Mujeres al borde de un ataque de nervios" (1988) 
Description: Survey of literary and cultural contexts in Spain. Examination of literary genres in connection with concurrent cultural and historical events.  Exploration of literature as a reflection of the experiences and events meaningful to Spanish society during this time period. Emphasis on the ways in which literature and other cultural artifacts give voice to value systems, traditions, and beliefs.

Student outcomes:

· By the end of the semester students will be able to: 

· Identify and explain themes encountered in Spanish literary texts. 

· Interpret literary texts in their cultural, social, and historical contexts. 

· Identify and explain key cultural, social, and historical events of  Spain. 

· Evaluate the art of interpretation as a critical approach to the study of literature and culture. 

· Discuss literary and cultural topics in Spanish with grammatical and lexical precision and sophistication reflective of the intermediate high (or higher) level on the Oral Proficiency Scale of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL http://www.actfl.org).

Course Evaluation:  
18%        Class Participation 
10%        Oral Presentation 
10%        2 Exams (5% each) 
12%        Group Project: Autonomías (6 entries total) 
20%        Midterm Exam 
30%        Final Paper 

Class participation:  
This may be the element most crucial to your interest and therefore, the class's success.  Engaged, intellectual participation in class discussion is fundamental both to your understanding and that of your peers.  To this end, you should take notes and think critically about the texts before  coming to class. You will find that if you bring all of your questions, opinions, and problems to the discussion, we all benefit from them.  

Attendance:  
The class format is driven by class discussion, with very few lectures, therefore regular class attendance is critical to your success.  You may miss 3 classes during the course without penalty, after which, your final participation grade will be lowered 3% for each subsequent absence.  Please remember that if you must miss class, you are responsible for both the material covered that day as well as the work for the following class.  

Oral Presentation/s:  
Each student will be required to give at least one 10-15 minute oral presentation on a particular cultural topic.  Keeping in mind the nature of the course, the presenter should take advantage of (or create) visual, audio, etc. media that might enrich her presentation. Each presenter will be prepared with his own observations and information, but will also be expected to lead discussion by asking questions of the class.   This, therefore, does not excuse other students from participating.  If the topic is something we have all worked on for that day, everyone is expected to be involved and should come to class with questions already formulated - to pose to all of us as a group as well as to the discussion leader.  

Examenes:  
The examenes are intended to make sure important concepts and terms are in place as we move through the first half of the course.  We will discuss their format during the term.  

Group Project - Autonomías: 
Each student will be assigned to a particular group responsible for an "autonomía" in Spain.  Every two weeks, each member of the group will post current information regarding a specific aspect of their autonomy (restaurants, sports, upcoming concerts, politics, etc.) to a designated web-page. Each posting should be entered by Friday 5pm of the designated week (see course schedule).  We will switch "autonomías" after spring vacation.  You will be graded according to your own entries, though you will be constructing your page with the rest of the group.  You will be given more information on this at the beginning of the term.  

Midterm Exam:  
This will be a take-home exam building on your cumulative past work.  You will be given a time limit, format description of the exam and instructions as we approach it. 

Final Paper:  
We will discuss the specifics of the final project during the term.  However, it will be open topic and limited to 8-10 pages.  During the first two weeks of April (date TBA), you will turn in an abstract of your paper and we will discuss your topic.  The due date for the final project will be as listed in the Final Exam Schedule for Winter 2000.  

Films, Spanish Cultural Events on Campus: 
During the term, there will be campus events involving Spain that I will list on the course web page.  I will offer extra credit for *some of these events, though I encourage you to take advantage of any opportunity you can to complement class. 
Course Policies 

(1) Deberes/Tarea y Preparación: Each student is required to come to class prepared to discuss the reading assigned for that day and employ assigned vocabulary. Consequently, students are also expected to complete successfully all written assignments (assignments are announced in class and posted on Blackboard). All lessons will be realized in the order found in the syllabus. The student is expected to review the language nightly.  Preparation is a component of homework.  "Winging it" and "snowballing" the professor during the review of assignments will not be tolerated.  If a student has not prepared the assignment, he/she must inform the professor as soon as he/she is called in order to minimize wasting everyone's time.  A student who has "forgotten" his/her Spanish texts will receive a class grade of “unprepared” or zero. These must be brought to class every day, unless otherwise indicated by the professor. If a student's book has been stolen or lost, it is the student's responsibility to photocopy from a classmate's text the pages needed for class. Failure to do so is also noted as “unprepared”. 

(2) Absolutely no late work accepted!!:  If subject to extreme and uncontrollable circumstances, i.e., death, grave illness, etc., and he/she is unable to submit work or take an exam on the scheduled day, the student must contact his/her professor either 24 hours before or after the class corresponding to the date in question to explain his/her situation.  Failure to adhere to these stipulations will result in an incontestable grade of zero for the assignment or test!  All incomplete or unsubmitted work will also be designated this same grade.  

(3) Participación: A student chosen to answer a question should not be assisted by his/her friend. Nothing will be learned by helping your neighbor to respond (unless he/she is sleeping).  Be courteous and remain silent while any student attempts to answer the professor in Spanish. Sleeping during class will not be tolerated; dozing students will be awakened. Grades of chronic sleepers will reflect lack of participation. Absolutely no outbursts in English are permitted! Effort is rewarded accordingly.

(4) Asistencia y tardanza: Students are expected to attend all classes. One cannot be successful in learning Spanish if he/she does not attend class regularly to practice the language with other students and, most importantly, with the professor. Excessive absences will detrimentally impact the student's final participation/homework grade. Tardiness will not be tolerated. The professor reserves the right to dismiss any students arriving later than 5 minutes to class. Appointments with other Citadel faculty or staff prior to class are not a valid excuses for arriving late. Documented infirmary discharges that cause tardiness will serve as valid excuses, but documentation must be provided to the professor. 

(5)  Presentaciones y ensayos (papers): Use of electronic (online or computer) translators or help from tutors, friends, classmates, acquaintances, etc. outside of the assigned group, is strictly prohibited. Only the textbook and/or the recommended Spanish-English dictionary (see above) may be used for the second presentation. The only other authorized help on these compositions is your professor's. Failure to comply with these guidelines will constitute an honor violation.

 (6) Quizzes/Pruebas:. Profesora Medina reserves the right to give “pop” quizzes.

(7) Exámenes: Absolutely no make-ups will be given unless a student provides an excuse, deemed acceptable by The Citadel’s handbook, to Profesora Medina within 24 hours before or after the date in question of the scheduled exam. 

(8) Examen final: The final is cumulative and must be taken on the day and time specified on the exam schedule with your professor's class. End-of-semester travel arrangements are never exceptions. 

(9) Extra help: If a student has conscientiously followed the study guidelines as presented by his/her professor, and s/he is dissatisfied with his/her performance, s/he is responsible for addressing possible solutions directly with Profesora Medina.  Absolutely no extra-credit is admissible.  If the student is investing the necessary time for the course, he/she should not have time to realize extra-curricular, course-related projects! 

(10) Class interruptions: It is prohibited, except for a dire emergency, to exit the class while in session.  Rest room visits are not to take place during class time. 

(11) Food, Tobacco, Gum, Candy: Under no circumstances may a student use any tobacco products, chew gum, snack on hard candy or any foreign matter during the class period. Although this is already a college-wide policy at The Citadel, it is necessary for the unhampered production of the spoken, target language. The professor therefore reserves the right to dismiss any student who violates this rule. 

(12) Posture, Consciousness, General Behavior and Seating: Because of the rigors of The Citadel experience and the subsequent mental and physical fatigue that are ever present, it is critical that a student assist his/her focus during the class period by sitting upright with both feet firmly planted on the floor and hands off his/her face and head. All students must sit behind a desk that is occupied. Sleeping is prohibited. Students who repeatedly ignore these rules will be dismissed from class by the professor. 

(13) Cell Phone Policy: If the professor catches you using your cell phone during class, it will be confiscated and delivered to the Department Chair’s office (CA 232-A). The student in question will receive a zero for participation that day and a white slip will be sent to the Commandant’s Office. In other words, NO cell phones are permitted to be used in class.


The professor reserves the right to alter this syllabus at any time in order to accommodate better the learning needs of the students.  During any class period, the professor also reserves the right to dismiss any student whose behavior negatively affects the learning environment of the classroom.  The professor will record cases of dismissal as an absence "A" for the student.  By remaining enrolled in this class, the student agrees to read carefully and subsequently accepts the professor's policies as outlined in this document. 
*If a student is unable to meet his/her professor during office hours, there are two ways of contacting her: 1) e-mail—Profesora Medina checks her messages Monday-Friday; 
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