COLLEGE PROGRAM STUDENTS

1.  The following information is provided for students enrolled in the College Program.  This information is contained in the NROTC Administration Manual (NAM) and can be made available to the student for reference upon request.

MISSION:  The College Program provides non-scholarship students with the education and training necessary for commission in the Navy or Marine Corps.  Entry into the program is voluntary and the student may choose to drop from the program at any time.  Students may be enrolled in the program for a period of two years.  During that two-year period the student will attempt to gain a controlled scholarship in order to become a Midshipmen.  At the end of the two years if the student is not in receipt of a scholarship and has not been offered Advance Standing then he or she will be disenrolled from the program and must seek a commission through other sources (Platoon Leaders Course (PLC)/Officer Candidates Course (OCC)).

CONTROLLED SCHOLARSHIPS:  As a member of the College Program students are automatically qualified to be nominated for a controlled scholarship.  The term “controlled” means that the scholarship does not cover a full four years of college but either three or two years, depending upon when accepted.  When the scholarship is designated the student will be sworn in as a Midshipmen and begin to receive all monies associated with the scholarship program and attend summer training the summer following acceptance.

CRITERIA FOR NOMINATION:  The following are the minimum standards that must be achieved in order to be considered for scholarship nomination:

A. Academics:  A cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher.  Historically scholarships are awarded to students with cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher.

B. Physical Fitness:  At a minimum the student must possess a 1st Class Physical Fitness Score (PFT).  To achieve this the student must score a 225 or higher when tested.  Historically students awarded a scholarship have a score of 250 or higher.

C. Dedication:  Since a College Program student voluntarily enters the program it is up to the individual as to how many training periods they attend.  Training periods are defined a PT sessions, lab sessions and Field Training Exercises (FTX).  If the student has the will and dedication to earn a commission in the Marine Corps, they will make an effort to attend all required training and this will reflect in the assessment made by permanent staff on their dedication.  If the student misses training without being excused by a permanent staff member, then their dedication to the program will be in question, as will their chances for nomination.  Bottomline, if you want to become a Marine Officer through this program you will need to invest the time and effort to earn a position. 

If the student does not qualify for a nomination at the end of each semester the individual will still be allowed to remain in the College Program (for the remainder of their 2-year eligibility) in order to work toward the minimum requirements.

If the student continually misses training sessions then he/she will be removed from the College Program.

SCHOLARSHIP NOMINATION:  Toward the end of each academic semester the Marine Officer Instructor (MOI) will make an assessment as to which students are qualified for nomination.  Those students will be contacted and directed to fill out the scholarship application to include a personal essay on why they want to be a Marine Officer.  The MOI, along with the Professor of Naval Science, will endorse all scholarships and the packages will be sent to the appropriate board for consideration.  Historically nominations are due one month prior to the board convening and results are published one month after the board has ended.

2.  Questions or concerns about the College Program can be directed to the MOI, Major Pritchard at (843) 953-5173 or pritchards1@citadel.edu.
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