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Dear  Student,

My name is Captain John Soto and I select South Carolina’s and Western North Carolina’s brightest college students for officer commissioning programs in the United States Marine Corps.

Selected undergraduates can pursue a commission through our Platoon Leaders Class program and selected near-term graduates can pursue a commission through our Officer Candidates Course program.

All training takes place entirely during the summer months.  You will not be pulled out of school for any reason!  The summer training can be transferred for credit at most schools.  After completing summer training financial assistance is available to help pay for college tuition and other associated expenses.

After successfully completing summer training and upon completion of your degree requirements, we’ll offer you a commission as a Marine officer.  Upon acceptance of your commission, you’ll become a Second Lieutenant in the United States Marine Corps, and more importantly, a leader in the world’s most elite and illustrious fighting force.

The summer training is conducted at Officer Candidate School in Quantico, Virginia.  Training lasts for 10 weeks starting in late May or early June and wrapping up in mid-August..  It is exceptionally challenging and is specifically designed to educate you, develop your mental and physical abilities, and evaluate your leadership potential.  You will earn approximately $4,500 during the 10 weeks of training.   All expenses, to include housing, sustenance, and medical coverage, will be afforded to you while in training.
Marine Second Lieutenants may pursue one of a variety of career concentrations, but all positions provide new officers with immediate and extensive leadership training and significant management opportunities.  You will be well compensated for both your education and maturity as well as receiving a comprehensive benefit package.   In a recent Korn/Ferry International White paper they found that, based on S&P 500 CEOs, military officers are almost three times as likely to serve as CEOs as are other Americans.  “Chief executives who served as military officers constitute 8.4% of the S&P 500, compared to only 3% of all US adult males who served as chief executives.”
As our Nation’s history has proven Marines are the tip of the spear, and therefore our aviators are its gleaming and lethal point.  Students interested in aviation are guaranteed flight training at Pensacola, Florida given your academic and physical qualifications for the program.  The following aircraft are currently in our inventory, and if qualified, you could find yourself handling the controls of one of these awe-inspiring aircraft: F-18E Super Hornet, AV-8B Harrier, EA-6B Prowler, KC-130 Hercules, MV-22 Osprey, AH-1W Cobra, CH-46 Sea Knight, CH-53 Sea Stallion, and UH-1N Huey.

I am conducting informational presentations, formal interviews, and accepting applications for the upcoming classes at Officer Candidate School.  If this challenging and rewarding opportunity sounds interesting to you, please call our office at (866) 390-5756 and one of our team members will be able to assist you or you can return e-mail at scmarineofficer@gmail.com.  Please visit our website for more in-depth information on our programs, helpful links, study guides, and downloads at scmarineofficer.com.

Semper Fidelis,


John F. Soto Jr.


Captain, USMC
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