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Introduction

Thank you Dr. Carter.  I know I speak for all of today’s inductees when I thank you and Phi Kappa Phi for this great honor.  I thank you also for the opportunity to speak this evening to fellow members new and old, and to colleagues, friends, and families.
As Provost of The Citadel, I would like to congratulate The Citadel students who today were welcomed into this, our nation’s oldest academic honor society.  The standards for membership in Phi Kappa Phi are very high and you are the very best.
Phi Kappa Phi

From its founding more than 100 years ago, Phi Kappa Phi has sought “to recognize and promote academic excellence in all fields of higher education and to engage the community of scholars in service to others.”  Phi Kappa Phi’s motto, Philosophía Krateítõ Phõtôn, means: “Let the love of learning rule humanity.”

It’s interesting to note that the literal meaning of the first word, Philosophía, is translated as “love of learning, …for historical reasons.  The intrinsic meaning of Philosophía is closer to “love of wisdom.”  Wisdom is, alas, much harder to come by.

Our commitment as scholars is to seeking truth, as distinct from simply accumulating knowledge.  This lifelong pursuit challenges us to remain poised and discerning among unfamiliar ideas, and objective and honest with ourselves in reexamining our own assumptions.
The Challenge To Serve

Phi Kappa Phi’s focus is, of course, on academic excellence—it is, after all, an academic honor society—but Phi Kappa Phi also challenges us to serve,… much as The Citadel does when it asks us to be prepared to lead and to bear the responsibilities of our core values, “Duty” and “Discipline.”

The second word of Phi Kappa Phi’s motto, Krateítõ, represents a call to action.  It portends a better future when “love of learning” will be ascendant and will “rule” the human condition.  This “call to action” has been a literary theme through the ages: Terence, the Roman dramatist, scolded us that, as humans “… nothing Human can be of indifference to (us).”  And Pope challenged us to “Act well your part: there all the honour lies.”
 

Our responsibility as persons seeking to make a difference in the too brief time given us on this earth is to act, …not simply to fashion ourselves as learned individuals.  In a world hobbled by seemingly intractable disputes, you emerging leaders are our best hope for a better tomorrow.  The rational and historical basis of The Citadel’s Core Curriculum is intended to provide you with the knowledge and intellectual self-assurance to confront and grapple with competing ideas held by often impenetrable mindsets.  With so many of the conflicts that plague us rooted in lore and perpetuated across the centuries by cultural and intellectual isolation and entrenched self-interest, education is the most effective force available to us in attempting to build a better world.
Complex issues are seldom usefully seen in black and white or, even less helpfully, in red and blue… but there is no moral compass to be found in relativism.  Not all values, so called, are equal.  If we thought so, we would become passive and indifferent in the face of injustice… and we’re made of far better stuff than that.
It takes courage—what Milton called “th’ unconquerable will”—to act, …to become personally involved.  But, as Americans, we celebrate above all else our freedom to think as individuals and to act accordingly.  From our beginnings as a nation, through the centuries, American men and women have bravely served, fought and died, to win and protect our… and others’… right to think freely and to fashion lives of their own making.  This is a proud heritage.
Some of you will serve our nation as officers… others will serve in your chosen civilian fields.  I urge you all to go out into the world committed to those everlasting ideals laid out by General Summerall in The Citadel Code.  These include:
· To be faithful, honest, and sincere in every act and purpose and to know that honorable failure is better than success by unfairness or cheating; 

· To be courteous and professional in deportment, bearing, and speech, and to exhibit good manners on all occasions; 

· To cultivate dignity, poise, affability, and a quiet and firm demeanor; 

· To make friends with refined, cultivated, and intellectual people; and 

· To resolve to carry The Citadel’s standards into a future career and to place right above gain and a reputation for integrity above power. 

  

Conclusion

I would like to conclude, if I may, by talking to you briefly about my Dad.  Among his gifts was kindness: he lived his life in a way that brought a smile to many people.  Emily Dickinson wrote that… if you can stop one heart from breaking, if you can ease one life, …you will not live in vain… “Be a little kinder,” she said, “to the faults of those around you.”
And, while there’s no shame in pursuing personal happiness—it is, after all, one of your unalienable rights, remember your calling to serve humanity. 
Frost tells us that “Education is the ability to listen to almost anything without losing your temper or your self-confidence.”  We are a naturally self-confident people, so one of your greatest challenges as you make your way in the world will be to remember to listen.  As a composer, I’ve long understood that the silence between the notes is as important as the notes themselves.

Again,… congratulations on this important honor.  Now, go out and “breathe a song”
 into the world,… and remember, … Never carry an umbrella!
� An Essay on Man, IV


� Longfellow, The Arrow and The Song
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