
Worldwide, is liberal
democracy stronger or
weaker than it was in 2000?

"The third wove of democracy stalled

i1w new millennium, partly as a

"I the successes in the previous

decude ond 0 hall (notably in Europe

ond Lotin America) but partly as well

because of flowed U.S policies~not

least by giving democracy promotion

o bod nome."

"The deepening of democrocy in Mex-

ico hos been impressive. But Chino

,-emoins firmly outhoritarion, Russia

ond Venezuelo lead the list of coun-

tri"s thnt have embroced strongmen,

nlld the democrotic revolutions in

Lebanon, Clnd Ukraine have

foundered"

28% STRONGER
"The U S moy not like the outcomes,

but there hove ot leost been more

eXDeriments with democracy since

2000. The election of Homos, the

elections in Iroq, the demonds for

elections in Pokiston, the ogitotion

in Bllrmn, the owareness of election

fraud in ploces like Kenvo~oll of

these represent some kind of ferment

whose outcome ond implicotions ore

not vet ciear. But [thev do not repre-

sent! complacencv about the absence

of democracy."

"Democrocy is stronger in Taiwan,

South I<orea, Jopon, the new Euro-

peOI' 1,Inion countries, ond ports of the

CmlccJSus thon it wos !'l 2000"

Is the U.S. capable of meaningfully affecting the prospects
for democracy in most nondemocratic states?

"The Bush odministration hos given democracy 0 bad narne. The US con't

impose democracy or insist on democrocy; it con only corefully support

indigenous democrots (sometimes by stoying for owoy) ond the r,spirotior'

humon be'lngs to live 0 better life. Most importont 'In supDorting the demnulJtic

impulse, the United Stotes must ensure thot it stoys true to thot impulse its

own deeds, not just its words."

"The US con nudge nondemocratic stotes to heod in a democrotic directinn

by providing politico I and economic incentives. But the US has little direct

leverage over the domestic developments thot decisively determine the charac-

ter of 0 stote's government'"

Q Do you believe the proliferation of democratic government
is inevitable in the long run?

"Nondemocratic governments will show consideroble resiliencv for the

able future. Indeed, they moy well outperform democrocies on kev issues of

economic growth ond governonce."

"Not being 0 Morxist, I don't think ony historicol development is inevitable

We seem to hove forgotten thot democrocy is on orgonic phenomenon---

thot .. it is the outcome of specific hdaries, cultures, ethnicities, ond eve'lts,

fused together over ... time. We do not simply odd water, os so many of our

fareign-policy elite would have it, ond get George Woshington."

"Nothing is inevitoble in fnreign offoirs New models quite forfrom Jeffersonian

democrocy (Chino's 'Market-Leninism') could begin to cotch the imoginotions

of transitionol societies'"

"Despite the rise of Islomic fundomentalism, people who ore free to choose

(os Mrs. Thotcher soid) do choose to be free. And the informotion revolutio'"

enables more people to see lives in free countries"
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